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During the 2019 fiscal year (1 October 2018 – 30 September 2019), the Illinois Natural 
History Survey (INHS) conducted wetland monitoring and wetland quality evaluations for the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) on Agriculture Conservation Easement 
Program - Wetland Reserve Easements (ACEP-WRE; n = 68).  We visited each wetland 
easement twice; once in autumn/winter (November–January) and again during spring (February–
March) totaling 136 easement visits.  Easements were located in Fayette (n = 34), Alexander (n = 
22), and Pulaski (n = 12) Counties.  Monitored easements in Fayette County were all comprised 
of Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easements.  Monitored easements in Alexander County 
comprised 15 WRP easements, 8 Emergency Watershed Protection Program-Floodplain 
Easements (EWPP-FPE), and 1 ACEP-WRE easement.  Monitored easements in Pulaski County 
were all comprised of WRP easements.  The WRP and EWPP-FPE easements were enrolled in 
NRCS programs prior to 2014 Farm Bill restructuring of wetland easements that now fall into 
the ACEP-WRE program.  We previously submitted easement monitoring worksheets and 
detailed photographs of easement conditions, and this report contains a summary, descriptive 
management plans (Appendix 1) that detail conditions of the easements, and give 
recommendations for improvements to vegetation communities and easement infrastructure for 
all 70 easements. 
Easement Level Metrics   
  We identified the proportion of five habitat types at each wetland easement based on 
vegetation structure and composition (Table 1), including: 1) forested – mature stands of trees (> 
20 ft in height), 2) reforested – tree plantings and natural tree regeneration (< 20 ft in height), 3) 
prairie – mid-successional grasslands, 4) food plot – agricultural patches grown for the purpose 
of attracting game animals, and 5) wetlands – including all areas with standing water or evidence 
3 
 
 
of inundation at some point during the year.  Overall, ACEP-WRE easements averaged (± SE) 
34.4% ± 3.1% wetland habitats, 26.1% ± 4.0% forested, 2.2% ± 0.7% prairie, 33.5% ± 3.5% 
reforested, and 1.7% ± 0.5% food plots.  Forested, reforested, prairie, and food plots were 
present in similar proportions in Fayette, Alexander, and Pulaski counties (Table 1).  
Alexander/Pulaski counties had more wetland habitat (43.7% ± 3.6) than did Fayette County 
(25.0% ± 4.5).   
In addition to assessing habitat types, we ranked easements on an 8-point scale for three 
metrics: waterfowl management intensity, wetland habitat complexity, and wetland connectivity 
to rivers and streams.  Waterfowl management intensity was characterized by the presence of 
desirable vegetation for waterfowl, duck blinds, evidence of drawdowns, and vegetation 
manipulation within wetland cells.  Wetland habitat complexity was characterized by the variety 
or lack of wetland cover types located on an easement.  Lastly, wetland connectivity to rivers or 
streams was categorized by wetland’s proximity to the nearest river or stream, the probability 
that floodwaters from the river or stream could affect the wetland, and if the wetland drained into 
a river or stream.  We found that easements ranked in the middle for waterfowl management 
intensity, wetland complexity, and wetland connectivity, averaging (± SE) 3.9 ± 0.2, 3.7 ± 0.1, 
and 4.4 ± 0.2 respectively.  These intermediate scores indicated that wetland habitats were 
variable in relation to management, heterogeneity, and wetland connectivity.  However, 
Alexander/Pulaski counties tended to have greater waterfowl management intensity (4.5 ± 0.3) 
and wetland habitat complexity (4.0 ± 0.1) than did Fayette County (2.8 ± 0.3 and 3.2 ± 0.2, 
respectively).  Higher rankings in Alexander/Pulaski counties may be due to a greater percentage 
of landowners who actively managed their properties for waterfowl habitat and hunting 
opportunities.   
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Wetland Level Metrics 
We classified each wetland within an easement based on wetland type and management 
intensity.  For wetland type, we categorized each wetland according to Cowardin et al. (1979).  
All of our monitored wetlands were palustrine habitats; therefore, we used the following classes 
to differentiate:  1) unconsolidated bottom – lacked stable substrates (i.e., mud or organic 
substrate) for plant attachment and contained < 30% vegetative cover, 2) emergent wetland – 
contained erect, rooted, herbaceous hydrophytic vegetation (i.e., moist-soil vegetation was 
considered an emergent wetland), 3) scrub-shrub wetland – dominated by woody vegetation < 20 
ft in height, which may be in successional transition to a forested wetland (e.g., young oaks 
(Quercus spp.), or a relatively stable community (e.g., buttonbush [Cephalanthus occidentalis]), 
or 4) forested wetland – dominated by woody vegetation ≥ 20 ft in height.  Further, we classified 
wetlands as actively or passively managed or unmanaged.  We classified wetlands under active 
management when we observed signs of water-level manipulation, disking, or mowing within 
the basin.  Passively managed wetlands contained infrastructure (e.g., stoplogs, screwgate, or 
spillway) but lacked obvious indications that water levels or wetland vegetation were 
manipulated.  Lastly, unmanaged wetlands were typified by oxbows, scours, or impounded 
wetlands that lacked infrastructure for water control.  Among the 68 easements, we evaluated 
110 distinct wetland basins.  Easements averaged (± SE) 1.6 ± 0.2 basins with a range of 0–6 
basins/easement.  Fayette County averaged 1.1 ± 0.1 basins/easement and Alexander/Pulaski 
counties averaged 2.2 ± 0.3 basins/easement.  In Fayette County, we classified 22 (62.9%) 
wetlands as emergent, 1 (2.9%) as scrub-shrub, 2 (5.7%) as forested, 8 (22.9%) as 
unconsolidated bottom, and 2 (5.7%) as aquatic bed.  In Alexander/Pulaski counties, we 
classified 40 (53.3%) wetlands as emergent, 11 (14.7%) as scrub-shrub, 13 (17.3%) as forested, 7 
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(9.3%) as unconsolidated bottom, and 4 (5.3%) as aquatic bed.  Passively managed wetlands (n = 
19; 54.3%) were most numerous in Fayette County, followed by actively managed (n = 12; 
34.3%), and unmanaged wetland basins (n = 4; 11.4%).  Passively managed wetlands (n = 39; 
52.0%) were most numerous in Alexander/Pulaski counties, followed by actively managed (n = 
33; 44.0%), and unmanaged wetland basins (n = 3; 4.0%).  Wetland impoundments with water 
control structures tended to be the most numerous wetland type in both areas.  However, a 
greater percentage of these impoundments showed signs of active water level manipulation in 
Alexander/Pulaski counties than in Fayette County.    
 In addition to classifying wetland type and management intensity, we measured wetland 
inundation during each site visit to compare seasonal wetland habitat availability for migratory 
waterbirds.  During the autumn/winter site visit, wetlands in Fayette County averaged (± SE) 
76.9% ± 6.1% capacity and wetlands in Alexander/Pulaski counties averaged 71.6% ± 3.0% 
capacity.  Fayette County had 3 (8.6%) and Alexander/Pulaski did not have any wetlands that 
were dry.  During spring surveys, inundation increased to 92.9% ± 2.9% in Fayette County and 
to 93.6% ± 1.3% in Alexander/Pulaski counties.  Both counties had wet conditions during the 
autumn/winter, which lead to relatively high inundation in many wetland basins.  These wet 
conditions continued into the spring survey period, and spring precipitation caused many of the 
wetland basins to be fully inundated.        
Waterfowl/Waterbird Use of Easements 
Overall, easements in Alexander/Pulaski counties tended to have greater waterfowl use 
than easements in Fayette County.  Easements in Fayette County averaged (± SE) 0.6 ± 0.4 
ducks per easement during the autumn/winter visit and 13.1 ± 5.0 ducks per easement during the 
spring visit.  Easements in Alexander/Pulaski counties averaged 27.1 ± 13.4 ducks per easement 
6 
 
 
during the autumn/winter visit and 50.3 ± 17.5 ducks per easement during the spring visit.  
Lower duck usage during the autumn/winter was likely due to an early cold period in mid-
November which froze many wetlands.  Easement surveys were conducted after this freeze and 
many of the waterbirds had already left this area for more southerly locations.  Additionally, we 
encountered difficulties in landowner access to properties during November due to perceived 
conflicts with deer hunting (bow and gun) activities.  This limited access decreases our 
opportunity to encounter waterfowl during autumn surveys.  However, the increased duck usage 
of easements in Alexander/Pulaski counties in spring is likely do to a greater proportion of 
easements that were actively managed.  Actively managed wetlands likely have communities 
with greater amounts of emergent moist-soil vegetation, which offers great foraging habitat for 
waterfowl.   
Due to a late spring and a lack of suitable habitat due to relatively high water levels, few 
shorebirds were documented using easements during the spring surveys.  However, we 
documented killdeer (Charadrius vociferous) and greater yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) using 
several easements in Alexander/Pulaski counties.  In addition to waterfowl and shorebirds, other 
waterbirds, including great blue herons (Ardea herodias) and bald eagles (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) were recoded using wetland easements. 
Easement Improvements 
While conducting easement visits, we often conversed with landowners about their 
properties including: current and future management and comments and concerns relating to the 
easement program.  Overall, feedback was positive and many landowners were satisfied with the 
success of their restoration and with local NRCS staff.  Generally, landowners enjoyed the 
hunting opportunities the easements provided, as well as, wildlife viewing and land stewardship 
7 
 
 
opportunities.  The only negative comment we received pertained to cost sharing funds required 
to perform maintenance on wetland infrastructure.  
 During site visits, we documented multiple stewardship issues, which, if corrected, could 
enhance the value of wetland easements for wildlife.  The notable problems included:  failing or 
compromised levees (Fig. 1, e.g., scours, breaks, burrowing mammal activity, and woody 
encroachment), inoperable water-control structures resulting from beaver (Castor canadensis) 
activity, sedimentation, or damage (Fig. 2), woody encroachment in tree plantings and native 
prairie plantings due to a lack of disturbance (i.e., fire), and the presence of invasive plants 
including common reed (Phragmites australis ), reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea), and 
sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate) that invades and outcompetes native vegetation, as well 
as, spreading to surrounding easements.  Maintenance and management of easements can be 
costly and time consuming, but if maintained, could offer improved wetland communities for 
waterbirds and terrestrial wildlife.  
Notable Violations 
 We encountered a few violations committed on easements surveyed during 2018–2019, 
which were generally minor in scale.  Many landowners mowed trails, constructed food plots 
(Fig. 3), and built permanent hunting structures on their property without a Compatible Use 
Authorization (CUA).  However, we were not aware of all existing CUAs on sampled easements; 
therefore, some of these developments may have been approved.  Most food plots were small in 
area and measured below the 5% threshold of total easement area specified under a CUA, but 
multiple easements had large food plots planted with agricultural crops (Fig. 4).  Trash was 
dumped within several easements, but in small quantities making clean up relatively easy.  
Despite these notable exceptions, all landowners we spoke with were aware of the rules and 
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regulations associated with the stewardship of their easement and were in compliance of the 
ACEP-WRE terms of the easement.  
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Table 1.  Composition (% ± SE) of common habitat types within easements in Fayette and Alexander/Pulaski counties, IL 
during December 2018 – March 2019.   
 Wetland Forest Reforested Prairie Food Plots 
Fayette 25.0 ± 4.5 28.4 ± 5.6 35.9 ± 5.2 2.7 ± 1.0 1.1 ± 0.4 
Alexander/Pulaski 43.7 ± 3.6 23.8 ± 5.8 31.1 ± 4.7 1.7 ± 0.8 2.3 ± 0.8 
Total 34.4 ± 3.1 26.1 ± 4.0 33.5 ±3.5 2.2 ± 0.7 1.7 ± 0.5 
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Fig. 1.  Levee break located within easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 2.  Damaged water control structure within easement 665A1200005N7 in Fayette County, 
IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Food plot within easement 665A12980061W in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin planted with corn within easement 665A1207005WHin Alexander County, IL.  
14 
 
 
Appendix 1. 
 
Detailed management plans for 70 conservation easements located in 
Fayette, Alexander, and Pulaski counties, Illinois.  
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Fayette County  
19 
 
 
WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A121000W9C – Deva Mestel Irrevocable Trust 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A121000W9C is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles south of Vandalia, IL.  The easement 
covers 75 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (16 ac.), forest (6 ac.), prairie (18 ac.), 
and food plots (2 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, 
and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.   
 
The easement contained two moist soil wetland impoundments (Fig. 2, 3, 4).  Each wetland 
impoundment contained a single water control structure (Fig. 5).  The vegetation community 
within the wetland impoundments was primarily composed of nodding smartweed (Polygonum 
lapathifolium) and fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum).  Patches of cattail (Typha sp.) 
were also present within the eastern wetland impoundment.  The impoundments were 90-100% 
inundated during both visits.  
 
 Water levels did not appear to be manipulated within the impoundments.  Moist soil 
vegetation within the impoundments appear to only be present due to natural 
drawdowns.  We recommend using the water control structures to conduct periodic 
wetland drawdowns.   
 Several patches of common reed (Phragmites australis) were present within the 
easement (Fig. 6).  We recommend spraying until eradication with herbicide and 
replanting with a more desirable wetland tolerant grass species.   
 The levees had woody encroachment (Fig. 7).  We recommend removal of woody 
vegetation from levee to prevent future damage to levee. 
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 Two prairie units were present within the easement.  A food plot was present within 
the eastern prairie parcel (Fig. 8).  The majority of the eastern prairie had been 
mowed.  We recommend not mowing this prairie and implementing a controlled burn 
plan with burns scheduled every three years to promote growth of prairie grasses and 
discourage woody encroachment.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.  
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig 2.  Wetland impoundment within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland impoundment within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland impoundment within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structures within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Common reed within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL. 
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Fig. 7.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 8.  Food plot within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A121100Z99 – Baccino 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A121100Z99 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Vandalia, IL.  The easement 
covers 68 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (16 ac.), forest (12 ac.), prairie (5 ac.), 
and food plots (4 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural 
and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
The easement contained two excavated wetland basins.  The vegetation community within the 
wetland basins contained primarily reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) and fall panicgrass 
(Panicum dichotomiflorum).  No water control structures were present within the wetland basins 
and water appeared to be permanent.  Moist soil vegetation within the impoundments appear to 
only be present due to natural drawdowns.  During both visits the wetland basins were nearly 
fully inundated.   
 
 The prairie/tree planting within the north parcel was overgrown (Fig. 3) with a 
dense stand of young eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend the 
removal of undesirable tree species and replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 A patch of common reed (Phragmites australis) was present along the south levee 
of the north parcel (Fig. 4).  We recommend spraying until eradication with 
herbicide and replanting with a more desirable wetland tolerant grass species.   
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 A few large food plots were present within the easement (Fig. 5).  We recommend 
reducing the size of the food plots and replanting in native vegetation.   
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A121100Z99 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  View of the wetland basin within the north parcel of easement 665A121100Z99 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Prairie/tree planting within easement 665A121100Z99 in Fayette County, IL.  
34 
 
 
 
Fig. 4.  Common reed within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 5.  Food plot within easement 665A121000W9C in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2018 
665A1200005MZ – Whitehead 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005MZ is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 7 miles southeast of Vandalia, IL.  The easement 
covers 66 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (7 ac.), forest (22 ac.), and tree planning 
(18 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and agricultural habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/4/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
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to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.   
The easement contained two impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3).  The vegetation community 
within the western wetland impoundment was predominately a large bed of American lotus 
(Nelumbo lutea).  The vegetation community within the eastern wetland impoundment was 
predominately composed of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea), fall panicgrass (Panicum 
dichotomiflorum), and nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium).  During both visits both 
wetland basins were fully inundated.   
 
 The water control structure on the western wetland impoundment (Fig. 4) was not 
functional due to being plugged by American beavers (Castor canadensis).  We 
recommend clearing the plugged material and installing a beaver guard so that 
water level can be manipulated.   
 The levees of both wetland impoundments were overgrown in reed canary grass 
(Phalaris arundinacea) and other woody and herbaceous vegetation (Fig. 5).  The 
eastern impoundment was so overgrown that no water control structure could be 
found.  We recommend removal of woody vegetation from levees to prevent 
future damage to the levees.  We recommend spraying reed canary grass until 
eradication with herbicide and replanting with a more desirable wetland tolerant 
grass species.   
 Several patches of common reed (Phragmites australis) were present within the 
easement (Fig. 6).  We recommend spraying until eradication with herbicide and 
replanting with a more desirable wetland tolerant grass species.   
 Tree plantings were becoming overgrown (Fig. 7) with a dense stand of young 
eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and willow (Salix sp.).  We recommend 
the removal of undesirable tree species and replanting of more desirable tree 
species in areas where they are no longer present.   
 Material had been dumped in several locations throughout the easement (Fig. 8).  
We recommend removal of dumped material. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Little Hickory Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland impoundment within easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland impoundment within easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure pugged by beavers within easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Levee within easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Common reed within easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Tree planting within easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Dumped material within easement 665A1200005MZ in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1200005N4 – Richey 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005N4 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 7 miles northwest of Vandalia, IL.  The 
easement covers 50 acres, primarily consisting of wetland (5 ac.), forest (15 ac.), and tree 
planning (16 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and agricultural 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions 
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relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent 
with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded permanent water wetland basin (Fig. 2).  Much of 
the wetland basin was not vegetated due to permanent water conditions.  Vegetation around the 
perimeter of the wetland basin included reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) and willow 
(Salix sp.).  During both visits the wetland basin was fully inundated.   
 
 The water control structure was buried and plugged with dirt and debris (Fig. 3).  
We recommend clearing and maintaining the water control structure so water 
levels can be better managed within the wetland basin.    
 The levee was overgrown with woody and herbaceous vegetation (Fig. 4).  We 
recommend removal of woody vegetation from levee to prevent future damage to 
levee.   
 The herbaceous vegetation around the perimeter of the wetland basin was 
predominately reed canary grass.  We recommend spraying with herbicide until 
eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species.   
 A patch of common reed (Phragmites australis) was present on the west side of 
the wetland basin (Fig. 5).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until 
eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species.   
 Much of the tree planting (Fig. 6) consisted of cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and 
willow (Salix sp.).  We recommend the removal of undesirable tree species and 
replanting of more desirable tree species.   
  
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1200005N4 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005N4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A1200005N4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1200005N4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Common reed within easement 665A1200005N4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A1200005N4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2018 
665A1200005N5 – M & M Property 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005N5 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1.5 miles south of Bingham, IL.  The easement 
covers 95 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (12 ac.), forest (10 ac.), tree planning 
(40 ac.), prairie (9 ac.), and food plots (2 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
forested, agricultural, and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 
55 
 
 
3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained two wetland basins.  The northern wetland basin consisted of an 
impounded wetland (Fig. 2).  The vegetation community within this wetland basin was primarily 
composed of a large bed of American lotus (Nelumbo lutea).  During both visits the wetland was 
fully inundated.  The southern wetland basin consisted of a depressional excavated wetland (Fig. 
3).  The vegetation community within the wetland basin consisted of primarily Reed canary grass 
(Phalaris arundinacea).  During the December visit this wetland basin was dry.  However, due 
to spring precipitation, this wetland was fully inundated during the March visit.  
 
 The water control structure within the northern wetland basin (Fig. 4) was 
damaged and could not function to manage water levels within the wetland.  
American beavers (Castor canadensis) had also plugged the water control 
structure.  We recommend clearing and maintaining the water control structure so 
water can be better managed within the wetland basin.  If beavers continue to be a 
problem, beaver guards can be constructed over the pipes.   
 Several areas within the easement were overgrown with reed canary grass (Fig. 
5).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with 
a more desirable grass species.   
 Several areas of tree planting (Fig. 6) had become overgrown with dense patches 
of eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and American sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis).  We recommend the removal of undesirable tree species and 
replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 2 wetland 
easements that provides 262 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1 Map of easement 665A1200005N5 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Northern wetland basin within easement 665A1200005N5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Southern wetland basin within easement 665A1200005N5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure within easement 665A1200005N5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Reed canary grass within easement 665A1200005N5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A1200005N5 in Fayette County, IL.  
62 
 
 
WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1200005N7 – Rolfingsmeier 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005N7 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4 miles southeast of Fillmore, IL.  The easement 
covers 50 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (14 ac.), forest (10 ac.), and tree 
planning (18 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and agricultural 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/4/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions 
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relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent 
with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded moist soil wetland impoundment (Fig. 2).  The 
vegetation community within the wetland impoundment primarily consisted of barnyardgrass 
(Echinochloa crus-galli) and nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium).  During both visits 
the wetland impoundment was fully inundated.   
 
 The water control structure was plugged and did not appear to be used (Fig. 3).  
Water manipulation within the wetland impoundment appeared to be conducted 
via pumping due to several hoses present on the wetland levee.   
 The levee had woody encroachment and was very overgrown (Fig. 4).  We 
recommend removal of woody vegetation from levee to prevent future damage to 
levee.   
 Several small patches of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) were present 
within the easement. We recommend spraying affected areas with herbicide until 
eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species. 
 The tree planting had become overgrown (Fig. 5) with a dense stand of young 
eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend thinning these 
undesirable tree species to promote the growth of more desirable hardwood 
species.   
 NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
64 
 
 
 
Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1200005N7 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005N7 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A1200005N7 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig 4.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1200005N7 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1200005N7 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2018 
665A1200005N8 – Busch 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005N8 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4 miles southeast of Fillmore, IL.  The easement 
covers 20 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of forest (6 ac.), tree planting (14 ac.) and food 
plots (0.2 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/4/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed 
70 
 
 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement did not contain a wetland basin and was predominately composed of woody 
vegetation.   
 
 Many areas within the tree planting had become overgrown (Fig. 2) with a thick 
stand of young eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend the 
removal or thinning of this undesirable woody vegetation from the tree plantings.   
 NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1200005N8 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Tree planting within easement 665A1200005N8 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005NT – Doty 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005NT is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 8 miles northeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 72 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (26 ac.), forest (10 ac.), and tree 
planning (40 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and 
wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/11/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for 
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conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3) that was shared with 
another easement.  The vegetation community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of 
reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea).  During both visits the wetland basin ranged between 
80-100% inundated.   
 
 Common reed (Phragmites australis), sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate), and 
reed canary grass was present at several locations throughout the easement (Fig. 
4).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with 
a more desirable grass species.   
 The levee was overgrown with herbaceous and woody vegetation.  We 
recommend removing woody vegetation and maintaining levees to prevent future 
levee and wetland damage.   
 Portions of the trees within the tree plantings (Fig. 5) consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
other undesirable woody species.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species and replanting with more desirable species.   
 The landowner mentioned that he is in the process of selling the property.  We 
recommend contacting the landowner to confirm new ownership.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mitchell Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005NT in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NT in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NT in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Reed canary grass and common reed within easement 665A1201005NT in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1201005NT in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2018 
665A1201005P4 – Martine 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005P4 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 96 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (20 ac.), forest (8 ac.), tree 
planning (60 ac.), and food plots (0.5 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 
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3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained three wetland basins.  Two wetland basin consisted of impounded 
wetlands.  The vegetation community within the northern wetland impoundment (Fig. 2) 
consisted of a mowed area of fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum) and goldenrod 
(Solidago sp.).  The southern wetland impoundment was shared with a neighboring easement and 
the vegetation community consisted of a tree planting.  The other wetland basins consisted of a 
depressional flooded forest wetland (Fig. 3).  During both visits the wetland basins were fully 
inundated.   
 
 No water control structures were found within the wetland basins, but a water 
control structure that had been removed was found along a trail (Fig. 4). 
 The tree planting (Fig. 5) was very dense with eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoids) and American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).  We recommend the 
removal or thinning of undesirable tree species and replanting of more desirable 
tree species.   
 Portions of the levees were covered in reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea).  
We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with a 
more desirable grass species.   
 Several NRCS boundary signs were missing on the easement.  We recommend 
installing more signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Ramsey Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005P4 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Northern wetland basin within easement 665A1201005P4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Flooded forest wetland basin within easement 665A1201005P4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4. Water control structure within easement 665A1201005P4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1201005P4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005P5 – Muddy Creek LLC 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005P5 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 30 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (13 ac.), forest (20 ac.), tree 
planning (5 ac.), and food plots (3 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 
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3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The vegetation community 
within the wetland basin was primarily composed of barnyardgrass (Echinochloa crus-galli) and 
nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium).  Two water control structures (Fig. 3) were 
present and were holding water within the impoundment.  During both visits the wetland basin 
was fully inundated.  We documented approximately 40 dabbling ducks using the easement 
during the March visit.   
 
 Much of the wetland impoundment was planted in corn (Fig. 4).  We recommend 
reducing the size of the food plot and allowing natural moist soil vegetation to 
grow in that area.   
 A large section of common reed (Phragmites australis) was present along the 
eastern portion of the wetland basin.  We recommend spraying with herbicide 
until eradication and planting with a more desirable grass species.   
 The tree planting (Fig. 5) was becoming overgrown with eastern cottonwood 
(Populus deltoids).  We recommend the removal or thinning of undesirable tree 
species and replanting with a more desirable tree species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 312 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1. Map of easement 665A1201005P5 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005P5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structures within easement 665A1201005P5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Food plot within easement 665A1201005P5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1201005P5 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2018 
665A1201005P6 – Niehls 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005P6 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 8 miles northeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 40 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (8 ac.), forest (13 ac.), and tree planning 
(10 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and wetland 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/11/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2. 3) that was shared with 
another easement.  The vegetation community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of 
reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea).  During both visits the wetland basin ranged from 80-
100% inundated.   
 
 Common reed (Phragmites australis), sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate), and 
reed canary grass was present at several locations throughout the easement.  We 
recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with a more 
desirable grass species.   
 The levee was overgrown with herbaceous and woody vegetation.  We 
recommend removing woody vegetation and maintaining levees to prevent future 
levee and wetland damage.   
 The water control structure (Fig. 4) had full boards and was holding water in the 
wetland.  Boards are never removed from the structure, which has created a 
permanent water wetland.  Due to water that has drained over the levee, scours in 
the levee were present in several locations.  We recommend using the water 
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control structures to manipulate water levels within the wetland and to drain water 
during high water events.   
 Portions of the trees within the tree plantings consisted of eastern cottonwood 
(Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and other 
undesirable woody species.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species and replanting with more desirable species.   
 The landowner mentioned that he is in the process of selling the property.  We 
recommend contacting the landowner to confirm new ownership.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mitchell Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005P6 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005P6 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005P6 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure within easement 665A1201005P6 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005PD – Martine 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of this easement is to removal marginal agricultural land from production to 
enhance bottomland hardwood wetlands within the Kaskaskia River basin. Its function will 
include improved water quality, increased sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production. This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005PD is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 35 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (22 ac.) and food plots (2 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single moist soil wetland impoundment (Fig. 2).  The vegetation 
community within the easement as primarily composed of barnyardgrass (Echinochloa crus-
galli) and nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium).  A food plot of corn was planted 
within the wetland impoundment (Fig. 3).  A water control structures (Fig. 4) was present and 
was holding water within the impoundment.  During both visits the wetland basin was fully 
inundated.  We documented approximately 40 dabbling using the easement during the March 
visit.   
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 Portions of the levees were covered in reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea).  
We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with a 
more desirable grass species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 312 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005PD in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005PD in Fayette County, IL. 
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Fig. 3.  Food plot within easement 665A1201005PD in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure within easement 665A1201005PD in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2018 
665A1202005PL – Hortenstine 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1202005PL is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles northeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 330 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (67 ac.), tree planning (155 ac.), and 
prairie (28 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and agricultural 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/11/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for 
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conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of reed canary grass (Phalaris 
arundinacea), but small areas of nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), fall panicgrass 
(Panicum dichotomiflorum), and rough cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium) were present.  During 
the December visit the wetland basin was approximately 5% inundated.  Due to spring 
precipitation, the easement was 50% inundated during the March visit.  A gas pipeline bisected 
the easement (Fig. 4). 
 
 The levee was overgrown with herbaceous and woody vegetation. Due to this 
vegetation a water control structure could not be found.  We recommend removal 
of woody vegetation from levee to prevent future damage to levee.   
 Much of the levee had extensive scouring and a large levee break (Fig. 5).  During 
the March visit water was actively flowing out of the levee break.  We 
recommend repairing the levee so that the impoundment can be utilized and a 
wetland.   
 Common reed (Phragmites australis), sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate), and 
reed canary grass was present at several locations throughout the easement (Fig. 
6).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with 
a more desirable grass species.   
 Portions of the trees within the tree plantings (Fig. 7) consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
other undesirable woody species.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species and replanting with more desirable species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Becks Creek and its tributaries from agricultural 
runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.  
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Gas pipeline within easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Levee damage within easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL.   
113 
 
 
 
Fig. 6.  Common reed within easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL.
114 
 
 
 
Fig. 7.  Tree planting within easement 665A1202005PL in Fayette County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1203005Q4– Storck 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1203005Q4 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile east of Farina, IL.  The easement covers 
40 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (40 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily 
composed of agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and 
was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
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The entire easement was composed of a moist soil wetland impoundment (Fig. 2).  The easement 
was fully inundated during the December visit and the agricultural field north of the easement 
was also partially flooded.  During the March visit water was being actively drained from the 
impoundment and was only 20% inundated (Fig. 3).  A total of four water control structures were 
present within the easement (Fig 4).  The vegetation community within the easement was 
primarily composed of nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), fall panicgrass (Panicum 
dichotomiflorum) and goldenrod (Soladigo sp.).  We documented 10 mallards (Anas 
platyrhynchos) using the easement during the December visit.   
 
 The levee and some areas within the wetland basin had woody encroachment.  We 
recommend removal of woody vegetation to prevent future damage to levee.   
 Two homemade water control structures were present along the north levee and 
were closed (Fig. 5).  High water levels in the agricultural field to the north had 
drained over the levee and had begun to cause damage.  We recommend replacing 
these water control structures with stop-log structures to better control water 
levels and reduce the amount of water flowing over the levee.     
 Several NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing more signs to better identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the East Fork Kaskaskia River and its tributaries 
from agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1203005Q4 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  View of the wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q4 in Fayette County, IL. 
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Fig. 3.  View of the wetland basin during the March visit within easement 665A1203005Q4 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure within easement 665A1203005Q4 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 5.  Homemade water control structure within easement 665A1203005Q4 in Fayette County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2018 
665A1203005QT – North Marsh Partnership 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1203005QT is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles southeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 120 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (86 ac.) and tree planning (75 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
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to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3) with several levees and water control 
structures (Fig. 4).  The vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily composed 
of smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum), and 
barnyardgrass (Echinochloa crus-galli).  During both visits the wetland basin was 90% 
inundated.  We documented approximately 50 dabbling ducks using the easement during the 
March visit.   
 
 Several areas within the easement were overgrown with reed canary grass 
(Phalaris arundinacea).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication 
and replanting with a more desirable grass species.   
 Several areas of tree planting (Fig. 5) had become overgrown with dense patches 
of eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids), willow (Salix sp.) and black locust 
(Robinia pseudoacacia).  We recommend the removal of undesirable tree species 
and replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 Woody encroachment was beginning to establish along the levee (Fig. 6).  We 
recommend the removal of woody encroachment to prevent future damage to the 
levee and wetland. 
 NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 6 wetland 
easements that provides 803 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1203005QT in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005QT in Fayette County.
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005QT in Fayette County.
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Fig. 4.  Water control structures within easement 665A1203005QT in Fayette County.
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1203005QT in Fayette County.
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Fig. 6.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1203005QT in Fayette County.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1206005SW – Potter & Potter Land Company 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1206005SW is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles southeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 813 acres, primarily consisting of wetland (600 ac.), tree planning (157 ac.), prairie (130 
ac.), and food plots (34 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, 
forested, and riverine habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was 
assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management 
practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.   
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Much of the easement was composed of wetland habitats (Fig. 2, 3) impounded by a network of 
levees and water control structures (Fig. 4, 5).  The vegetation community within the wetland 
basin was a mosaic of moist soil herbaceous plants (nodding smartweed [Polygonum 
lapathifolium], fall panicgrass [Panicum dichotomiflorum], and foxtail [Setaria sp.]), tree 
planting (willow [Salix sp.] and eastern cottonwood [Populus deltoids]), and food plots planted 
in corn.  The wetland basin was nearly entirely inundated during both visits.  A large area of the 
eastern portion of the easement was composed of prairie (Fig. 6).  A gas pipeline and overhead 
power lines (Fig. 7) both bisected the easement.  We documented approximately 70 dabbling 
ducks using the easement during the March visit.   
 
 Much of the tree planting was composed of willow and cottonwood.  We 
recommend removal of undesirable tree species and replanting with more 
desirable tree species.   
 Common reed (Phragmites australis) was present in several locations throughout 
the easement (Fig. 8).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication 
and replanting with a more desirable grass species.   
 Sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate) was present throughout the prairie (Fig. 9).  
We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with a 
more desirable grass species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1 Map of easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structure within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Prairie within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Prairie within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Common reed within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 665A1206005SW in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1207005WN – Storck 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1207005WN is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4 miles northwest of Vernon, IL.  The easement 
covers 40 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (2 ac.), forest (27 ac.), tree planning (12 
ac.), and food plots (0.5 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The water control structure 
was in good condition and was holding water in the impoundment (Fig. 3).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland basin was primarily composed of nodding smartweed 
(Polygonum lapathifolium) and fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum).  The wetland basin 
was 100% inundated during both visits.  
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 The tree plantings (Fig. 4) were composed of a very dense stand of young eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and birch (Betula sp.).  We recommend the 
removal of undesirable tree species and replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Cassar Creek and its tributaries from agricultural 
runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1207005WN in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  View of the wetland basin within easement 665A1207005WN in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A1207005WN in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Tree planting within easement 665A1207005WN in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1208005YL – Storck 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1208005YL is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4 miles northwest of Vernon, IL.  The easement 
covers 40 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (17 ac.), forest (9 ac.), and tree planning 
(8 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and agricultural habitats.  The 
easement was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the 
program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible 
use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded moist soil wetland impoundment (Fig. 2).  The 
water control structure was in good condition and was holding water in the impoundment (Fig. 
3).  The vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily composed of reed canary 
grass (Phalaris arundinacea), nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), and small patches 
of cattail (Typha sp.).  The wetland basin was 90% inundated during the December visit and 
100% inundated during the March visit.  
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 Much of the wetland and tree planting had an understory vegetation community of 
reed canary grass (Fig. 4).  We recommend spraying until eradication with 
herbicide and replanting with a more desirable wetland tolerant grass species.   
 Much of the tree planting was overgrown with a dense stand of young eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend the removal of undesirable tree 
species and replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Cassar Creek and its tributaries from agricultural 
runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1208005YL in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1208005YL in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A1208005YL in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Reed canary grass within easement 665A1208005YL in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1295005RH – Korte 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1295005RH is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 47 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (10 ac.), forest (62 ac.), prairie 
(2 ac.), and food plots (1 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, 
agricultural, and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/4/2018 and 3/14/2019 and 
was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded moist soil wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The wetland 
impoundment contained a single water control structure (Fig. 3) and an overflow pipe (Fig. 4).  
The vegetation community within the wetland impoundment was predominately composed of 
fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum).  During both visits the wetland impoundment was 
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fully inundated.  We documented 8 mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) and 2 gadwall (Mareca 
strepera) using the easement during the December visit and 30 mallards using the easement 
during the March visit.   
 
 Woody encroachment had established along the levees (Fig. 5). We recommend 
removal of woody encroachment to prevent future damage to levees and wetlands.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1295005RH in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1295005RH in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A1295005RH in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 4.  Overflow pipe within easement 665A1295005RH in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1295005RH in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1295005RK – Blevins 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of this easement is to removal marginal agricultural land from production to 
enhance bottomland hardwood wetlands within the Kaskaskia River basin. Its function will 
include improved water quality, increased sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The existing cropped wetland will be 
enhanced by discontinuing annual cropping activities.  Native wetland vegetation 
will be allowed to reestablish.  The wetland will be maintained in its natural 
condition for the duration of the easement.   
(ii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1295005RK is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 57 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (45 ac.) and tree planning (8 
ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions 
relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent 
with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single wetland basin composed of two wetland impoundments (Fig. 2, 
3).  The vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily composed of 
barnyardgrass (Echinochloa crus-galli) and nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium).  
Three water control structures (Fig. 4) were present and were holding water within the 
impoundments.  During both visits the wetland basin was fully inundated.  We documented 
approximately 75 dabbling ducks using the easement during the March visit.   
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 The tree planting (Fig. 5) was very dense with eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) 
and American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).  We recommend the removal or 
thinning of undesirable tree species and replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 Portions of the levees were covered in reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea).  We 
recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with a more 
desirable grass species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 312 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1295005RK in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1295005RK in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1295005RK in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structures within easement 665A1295005RK in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1295005RK in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005RG – North Marsh Partnership 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005RG is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles southeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 358 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (25 ac.), forest (90 ac.), tree planning 
(230 ac.), and food plots (3 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, 
forested, wetland, and riverine habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 
and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3).  The eastern portion was a 
forested/scrub-shrub oxbow wetland and the western portion of the wetland was an impounded 
moist soil wetland.  The vegetation community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of 
moist soil vegetation.  During the December visit the wetland basin was approximately 60% 
inundated.  However, due to spring precipitation, the wetland was fully inundated during the 
March visit.  Several food plots were also present within the easement (Fig. 4).   
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 Several patches of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) were present 
throughout the easement.  We recommend spraying affected areas with herbicide 
until eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species. 
 Much of the trees within the tree plantings (Fig. 5) consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
other undesirable woody species.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species to promote the growth of planted trees.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 6 wetland 
easements that provides 803 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005RG in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1296005RG in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structures within easement 665A1296005RG in Fayette County, IL.  
172 
 
 
 
Fig. 4.  Food plots within easement 665A1296005RG in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1296005RG in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005RJ – Gregory Niebrugge Trustee 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(iv) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005RJ is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles Southeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 120 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (30 ac.), forest (15 ac.), and tree 
planning (85 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and 
wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
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The easement contained a single impounded scrub-shrub/forested wetland (Fig. 2).  The 
vegetation community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of moist soil vegetation 
(nodding smartweed [Polygonum lapathifolium] and fall panicgrass [Panicum dichotomiflorum]) 
and woody vegetation.  During both visits the wetland basin was fully inundated.  We 
documented 6 gadwall (Mareca strepera) and 4 Canada geese (Branta canadensis) during the 
March visit.   
 
 Woody encroachment was present along many of the levees within the easement 
(Fig. 3).  Muskrats (Ondatra zibethicus) had also dug several holes in the levee 
(Fig. 4).  We recommend removal of woody vegetation on levees to reduce the 
chances of future levee and wetland damage.   
 Several patches of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) were present 
throughout the easement.  We recommend spraying affected areas with herbicide 
until eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species. 
 Much of the trees within the tree plantings and wetland consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
other undesirable woody species (Fig. 5).  We recommend removal of undesirable 
woody species and replanting with more desirable species.   
 Several NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 18 wetland 
easements that provides 803 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005RJ in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.   
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1296005RJ in Fayette County, IL. 
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Fig. 3.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1296005RJ in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Muskrat holes within easement 665A1296005RJ in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1296005RJ in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005X0 – Ford 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005X0 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 30 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (3 ac.), forest (7 ac.), and tree 
planning (23 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement had a single depressional forested wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland primarily consisted of buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) 
and bottomland hardwood trees.  During both visits the wetland was fully inundated.   
 
 The tree planting (Fig. 3) was becoming overgrown with eastern cottonwood 
(Populus deltoids) and American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).  We 
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recommend the removal or thinning of undesirable tree species to promote growth 
of other hardwood species. 
 NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 312 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005X0 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1296005X0 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Tree planting within easement 665A1296005X0 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005X1 – Blevins 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005X1 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 18 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (1 ac.), tree planning (15 ac.), 
and food plots (1.5 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, 
and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a small portion of an impounded moist soil wetland that is shared with 
the easement to the south.  The vegetation community within this portion of the wetland 
impoundment was primarily composed of cattail (Typha sp.).  Water control structures were 
present in the wetland, but not within this easement.  During both visits the wetland was fully 
inundated.   
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 The tree planting (Fig. 2) was very dense with eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids), 
American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).  We recommend the removal or thinning 
of undesirable tree species and replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 A large food plot was present within the easement and was larger than 5% of the 
easement (Fig. 3).  We recommend reducing the size of the food plot and replanting 
with native vegetation.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 312 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005X1 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Tree planting within easement 665A1296005X1 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Food plot within easement 665A1296005X1 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005X3 – Marlen 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of this easement is to removal marginal agricultural land from production to 
enhance bottomland hardwood wetlands within the Kaskaskia River basin. Its function will 
include improved water quality, increased sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production. This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.   
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005X3 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 7 miles southwest of Vandalia, IL.  The 
easement covers 29 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of forest (29 ac.).  Surrounding land use 
was primarily composed of agricultural, forested, wetland, and riverine habitats.  The easement 
was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program 
objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use 
authorizations.    
 
The easement did not contain a wetland basin and was primarily composed of woody vegetation.   
 
 The tree planting was becoming overgrown (Fig. 7) with a dense stand of young 
eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and willow (Salix sp.).  We recommend 
the removal of undesirable woody species to promote the growth of desirable 
woody species.   
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This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005X3 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005X4 – Wetherell 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005X4 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles northwest of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 63 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of forest (20 ac.) and tree planning (40 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and wetland habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement did not contain a wetland basin and was primarily composed of bottomland 
hardwood forest and tree planting.  Several food plots were also present throughout the easement 
(Fig. 2).   
 
 Several patches of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) were present 
throughout the easement.  We recommend spraying affected areas with herbicide 
until eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species. 
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 Many of the trees within the tree plantings (Fig. 3) consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
other undesirable woody species.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species to promote the growth of planted trees.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 6 wetland 
easements that provides 803 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005X4 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Food plot within easement 665A1296005X4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Tree planting within easement 665A1296005X4 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005X8 – Nave 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of this easement is to removal marginal agricultural land from production to 
enhance bottomland hardwood wetlands within the Kaskaskia River basin. Its function will 
include improved water quality, increased sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production. This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005X8 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles south of Mulberry Grove, IL.  The 
easement covers 46 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (5 ac.), tree planning (39 ac.), 
and food plot (0.5 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of common reed (Phragmites australis), 
reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea), and a food plot of planted corn.  During the December 
visit the wetland basin was only 5% inundated.  However, due to spring precipitation, the 
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wetland was 90% inundated during the March visit (Fig. 4).  We documented 4 dabbling ducks 
using the easement during the March visit.   
 Much of the wetland basin and portions of the levee was vegetated with common 
reed and reed canary grass (Fig. 5).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until 
eradication and planting with a more desirable grass species.     
 A water control structure was present (Fig. 6), but all the boards were removed 
and the structure was plugged with debris.  A large portion of the wetland basin 
was also planted in corn (Fig. 7) and was maintained dry as a food plot for deer 
hunting.  We recommend using the water control structure to hold water in the 
wetland basin and utilize this area as a wetland.   
 Farming equipment was parked along the levee (Fig 8).  We recommend 
removing this parked equipment.   
 Woody vegetation, including large trees, were encroaching on the levee (Fig. 9).  
We recommend removal of woody vegetation from levee to prevent future 
damage to levee. 
 The tree planting (Fig. 10) was becoming overgrown with eastern cottonwood 
(Populus deltoids) and American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).  We 
recommend the removal or thinning of undesirable tree species to promote growth 
of other hardwood species.  . 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 312 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL. 
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL. 
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL. 
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Fig. 5.  Common reed within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 6.  Water control structure within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 7.  Food plot within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 8.  Parked equipment within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 9.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 10.  Tree planting within easement 665A1296005X8 in Fayette County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1296005XG – Holthaus 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1296005XG is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 6 miles southeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 95 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (2 ac.) and tree planning (90 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The vegetation community 
within the wetland basin was primarily composed of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea).  
During the December visit the wetland basin was approximately 10% inundated.  However, due 
to spring precipitation, the wetland basin was 70% inundated during the March visit.   
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 The levees of the wetland basin were overgrown with vegetation.  Due to this 
vegetation a water control structure could not be found.  We recommend 
maintaining the levees to prevent future levee and wetland damage.   
 Several patches of reed canary grass were present throughout the easement.  We 
recommend spraying affected areas with herbicide until eradication and replanting 
with more desirable grass species. 
 Much of the trees within the tree plantings (Fig. 3) consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
other undesirable woody species.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species to promote the growth of planted trees.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 6 wetland 
easements that provides 803 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1296005XG in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
214 
 
 
 
Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1296005XG in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Tree planting within easement 665A1296005XG in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1297005ZM – Lay 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1297005ZM is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles southeast of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 49 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (7 ac.) and tree planning (35 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and wetland habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single excavated scrub-shrub/flooded forest wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3).  
The vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily composed of smartweed 
(Polygonum lapathifolium) and buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis).  During both visits the 
wetland basin ranged between 80-100% inundated.   
 
 Several patches of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) were present 
throughout the easement.  We recommend spraying affected areas with herbicide 
until eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species. 
 Much of the trees within the tree plantings (Fig. 4) consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
other undesirable woody species.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species and replanting with more desirable species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
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agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 6 wetland 
easements that provides 803 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1297005ZM in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1297005ZM in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1297005ZM in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Tree planting within easement 665A1297005ZM in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1297005ZR – Rosenberger 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1297005ZR is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 3 miles northwest of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 80 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of forest (54 ac.) and tree planning (26 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and residential habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/5/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement did not contain any wetland units, but Ramsey Creek flows through the easement.  
The tree planting within the easement contained planted oaks (Quercus spp.) and bald cypress 
(Taxodium distichum), but the trees were being overcrowded by a dense stand of young eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  Forested areas within the easement contained many mature oaks 
and this area was currently being logged (Fig. 2, 3, 4).   
 
223 
 
 
 Much of the tree planting (Fig. 5) was overgrown in eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoids).  We recommend removal of undesirable tree species to promote the 
growth of planted trees.   
 Reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) was present within the understory of 
the tree planting (Fig. 6).  We recommend spraying until eradication and 
replanting with a more desirable grass species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Ramsey Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1297005ZR in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Logging within easement 665A1297005ZR in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3. Logging within easement 665A1297005ZR in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Logging within easement 665A1297005ZR in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1297005ZR in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Reed canary grass within easement 665A1297005ZR in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A12980061R – M & M Property 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A12980061R is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile south of Bingham, IL.  The easement 
covers 167 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (8 ac.), forest (32 ac.), tree planning 
(40 ac.), and prairie (2 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, 
and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/10/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was 
assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management 
practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
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The easement contained two permanent water impounded wetland basins.  During both visits the 
each wetland was fully inundated.  Due to permanent water conditions much of the wetlands 
were not vegetated.  The vegetation community of the southern wetland basin (Fig. 2) primarily 
consisted of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) and rough cocklebur (Xanthium 
strumarium) around the perimeter.  The northern wetland basin (Fig. 3) was predominately a 
pond and a portion of the shoreline was a manicured yard.   Water control structures for each 
wetland basins consisted of overflow pipes (Fig. 4).  Several areas of prairie and scrub-shrub 
were present throughout the easement (Fig. 5).   
 
 Water control structures within the wetland basins consisted of overflow pipes.  
We recommend installing stop-log structures so that water levels can be better 
managed within the wetlands.   
 Several areas of reed canary grass were present within the easement.  We 
recommend spraying until eradication and replanting with a more desirable grass 
species.    
 Several areas of tree planting (Fig. 6) had become overgrown with dense patches 
of eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and American sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis).  We recommend the removal of undesirable tree species to promote 
the growth of planted trees.   
 NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Hurricane Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 2 wetland 
easements that provides 262 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1 Map of easement 665A12980061R in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Southern wetland basin within easement 665A12980061R in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Northern wetland basin within easement 665A12980061R in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structures within easement 665A12980061R in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Prairie within easement 665A12980061R in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A12980061R in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A12980061Z – Ehrat 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A12980061Z is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2.5 miles south of Vandalia, IL.  The easement 
covers 38 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (2 ac.) and forest (36 ac.).  Surrounding 
land use was primarily composed of agricultural, forested and riverine habitats.  The easement 
was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program 
objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use 
authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single depressional oxbow wetland (Fig. 2).  No water control 
structures were present within the wetland.  The vegetation within the wetland basin was 
primarily composed of rough cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium) and a smaller amount of fall 
panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum).  The wetland basin was dry during the December visit.  
However, due to spring precipitation, the wetland was fully inundated during the March visit.   
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 Much of the tree planting (Fig. 3) was composed of a dense stand of young 
eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids), willow (Salix sp.), and American 
sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).  We recommend the removal of undesirable 
tree species and replanting of more desirable tree species.   
 Several NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing more signs to better identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A12980061Z in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2. View of the wetland basin within easement 665A12980061Z in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Tree planting within easement 665A12980061Z in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A121201291 – Cindy & Christopher Niebrugge Trust 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The native 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A121201291 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4 miles southwest of Vandalia, IL.  The 
easement covers 75 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (40 ac.), forest (4 ac.), prairie 
(15 ac.), and food plots (2 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of wetland, 
forested, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/3/2018 and 3/14/2019 and 
was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained two impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2).  The vegetation community 
within the wetlands was primarily composed of moist soil vegetation (nodding smartweed 
[Polygonum lapathifolium], fall panicgrass [Panicum dichotomiflorum], sprangletop [Leptochloa 
sp.], and sedges [Cyperus spp.]).  A food plot planted in corn was present in the northern 
impoundment (Fig. 3).  A water control structure was present in the northern wetland basin and 
was holding water in the impoundment and in good condition (Fig. 4).  During both visits the 
northern wetland impoundment was 100% inundated.  During the December visit the southern 
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impoundment was 40% inundated.  However, due to spring precipitation, the southern 
impoundment was 70% inundated during the March visit.  We documented 2 mallards (Anas 
platyrhynchos) using the easement during the December visit.  During the March visit, we 
documented approximately 10 mallards, 20 gadwall (Mareca strepera), 100 Ring-necked duck 
(Aythya collaris), and 2 Canada geese (Branta canadensis) using the easement.   
 
 A small patch of common reed (Phragmites australis) was present on the north 
side of the easement (Fig. 4).  We recommend spraying until eradication and 
replanting with a native grass species.   
 A levee break was present in the southern impoundment.  We recommend 
repairing the levee so that water levels can be better managed within the 
impoundment.   
 Several NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Kaskaskia River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.  
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A121201291 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A121201291 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin and food plot within easement 665A121201291 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure within easement 665A121201291 in Fayette County, IL.
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Fig. 4.  Common reed within easement 665A121201291 in Fayette County, IL
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A129900627 – Esker Family Farms LLC 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
All land within the easement area will be restored to the hydrology and vegetation that existed 
before agricultural development. 
(i) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees of shrubs to restore wetland vegetation, conserve soil and moisture, provide 
habitat for wildlife, beautify an area, or produce wood crops.  The natural 
vegetation in this restored wetland was woody shrubs and trees prior to crop 
production. This area will be restored to similar trees and shrubs. 
(ii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iii) Dike and Appurtenances – Construct an earthen embankment with water control 
structure to restore hydrologic conditions, wetland plant communities, and 
wetland functions.  
(iv) Associated Wetlands – The existing non-cropped wetlands and buffer areas are 
ecologically important to the restored wetlands and will be maintained in a natural 
condition as part of the easement area. 
(v) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage water levels, vegetation, food plots, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland habitat.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A129900627 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Fayette County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile west of Ramsey, IL.  The easement 
covers 246 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (26 ac.), forest (110 ac.), tree planning 
(100 ac.), and food plots (6 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/6/2018 and 3/15/2019 and was assessed 
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for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The vegetation community 
within the wetland basin was primarily composed of rough cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium), 
but nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium) and fall panicgrass (Panicum 
dichotomiflorum) was also present in reduced amounts.  During the December visit the wetland 
impoundment was dry.  However, due to spring precipitation, the wetland was fully inundated 
during the March visit.  Several food plots were also present within the easement (Fig. 3).  We 
documented 8 Canada geese (Branta canadensis) using the easement during the March visit.   
 
 Woody encroachment had become overgrown along the sides of the levee (Fig. 
4).  Due to the overgrown levee a water control structure could not be found. We 
recommend removal of woody encroachment to prevent future damage to the 
levee and wetland.   
 A patch of common reed (Phragmites australis) was present on the western 
portion of the wetland basin (Fig. 5).  We recommend spraying with herbicide 
until eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species. 
 Much of the trees within the tree plantings (Fig. 6) consisted of eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
willow (Salix sp.).  We recommend removal of undesirable woody species and 
replanting with more desirable species.  
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Ramsey Creek and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A129900627 in Fayette County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A129900627 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Food plots within easement 665A129900627 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A129900627 in Fayette County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Common reed within easement 665A129900627 in Fayette County, IL.  
257 
 
 
 
Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A129900627 in Fayette County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
545A121401G0W – Farris 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 545A121401G0W is an Agricultural Conservation Easement Program – Wetlands 
Reserve Easement (ACEP-WRE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is 
located approximately 5 miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The easement covers 55 acres (Fig. 1), 
primarily consisting of wetland (55 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
agricultural, forested, wetland, and riverine habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/19/2018 
and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
Nearly the entire easement consisted of a permanent water wetland basin (Fig. 2).  Due to 
permanent water conditions, the wetland was predominately not vegetated.  A break in the 
Mississippi River levee had connected the wetland basin to the Mississippi River.  During the 
December visit the wetland basin was approximately 40% inundated.  High water levels in the 
Mississippi River caused the wetland basin to be 100% inundated during the March visit (Fig. 3).  
Areas within the wetland basin that were not inundated consisted of mudflats.   
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 Future management/restoration of the easement will depend on if/when the 
Mississippi River levee is repaired.  Until the levee is repaired, the wetland basin 
will be connected to the Mississippi River and water levels will primarily depend 
on river levels.    
 NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 545A121401G0W in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 545A121401G0W in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 545A121401G0W in Alexander County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A1294005R5 – Farris 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iv) Streambank and Shoreline Protection – The purpose of this practice is to control 
erosion and reduce safety hazards caused by unstable soil conditions along scour 
areas.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A1294005R5 is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 
miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The easement covers 93 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of 
wetland (58 ac.) and tree planning (12 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
agricultural, forested, wetland, and riverine habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/19/2018 
and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
265 
 
 
The easement contained a single permanent water wetland basin (Fig. 2).  Due to permanent 
water conditions, the wetland was predominately not vegetated.  A break in the Mississippi River 
levee had connected the wetland basin to the Mississippi River.  During the December visit the 
wetland basin was approximately 70% inundated.  High water levels in the Mississippi River 
caused the wetland basin to be 100% inundated during the March visit (Fig. 3).  Areas within the 
wetland basin that were not inundated consisted of mudflats.   
 
 The tree planting within the easement had many willows (Salix sp.) and eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend thinning undesirable tree species 
to promote the growth of desirable tree species.   
 Future management/restoration of the easement will depend on if/when the 
Mississippi River levee is repaired.  Until the levee is repaired, the wetland basin 
will be connected to the Mississippi River and water levels will primarily depend 
on river levels.    
 Many NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 655A1294005R5 in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1294005R5 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 545A121401G0W in Alexander County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A1294005R6 – River Delta Farms INC 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Critical Area Planting – The purpose of this practice is to stabilize critically 
eroding areas. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A1294005R6 is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 
miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The easement covers 105 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of 
wetland (72 ac.) and forest (24 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
agricultural, forested, wetland, and riverine habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/19/2018 
and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single permanent water wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3).  Due to permanent 
water conditions, the wetland was predominately not vegetated.  A break in the Mississippi River 
levee had connected the wetland basin to the Mississippi River.  During both visits the wetland 
basin was nearly fully inundated.   
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 The tree planting/forested areas within the easement had many willows (Salix sp.) 
and eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend thinning undesirable 
tree species to promote the growth of desirable tree species.   
 Future management/restoration of the easement will depend on if/when the 
Mississippi River levee is repaired.  Until the levee is repaired, the wetland basin 
will be connected to the Mississippi River and water levels will primarily depend 
on river levels.    
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 655A1294005R6 in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1294005R6 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1294005R6 in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A1296005VH – US Forest Service 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A1296005VH is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 
miles south of McClure, IL.  The easement covers 141 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of 
wetland (64 ac.), forest (44 ac.), and tree planning (87 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily 
composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 
12/12/2018 and 3/13/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, 
extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement was composed of a mosaic of depressional and impounded wetlands (Fig. 2, 3) 
within a large area of bottomland forest/tree planting (Fig. 4).  The vegetation community within 
the wetland basin was primarily composed of woody scrub-shrub vegetation including 
buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), willow (Salix sp.), and eastern cottonwood (Populus 
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deltoids).  Some areas within the wetland basin had shown signs of a natural drawdown and 
patches of moist soil vegetation were present.  During the December visit the wetland basin was 
approximately 70% inundated.  Due to spring precipitation the wetland basin was fully inundated 
and shallow water was present over much of the easement during the March visit.  A gas pipeline 
and railroad tracks were also present on the easement.   
 
 Sections of levee were becoming overgrown with herbaceous and woody 
vegetation.  We recommend maintaining levees and removal of woody vegetation 
from levees to prevent future wetland and levee damage.   
 Much of the tree planting, especially in or near the wetlands, was overgrown with 
willow and eastern cottonwood (Fig. 4).  We recommend removal of undesirable 
woody species to promote the growth of more desirable woody species. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 3,411 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 655A1296005VH in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VH in Alexander County, Illinois.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VH in Alexander County, Illinois.  
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Fig. 4.  Tree planting within easement 655A1296005VH in Alexander County, Illinois.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A1296005VL – US Forest Service 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iv) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A1296005VL is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 
miles south of McClure, IL.  The easement covers 1,043 acres (Fig. 1, 2), primarily consisting of 
wetland (450 ac.), forest/tree planting (1,000 ac.) and prairie (25 ac.).  Surrounding land use was 
primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 
12/12/2018 and 3/13/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, 
extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
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The easement was divided into two parcels and was composed of a mosaic of depressional and 
impounded wetlands (Fig. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8) within a large area of bottomland forest/tree planting 
(Fig. 9, 10, 11).  The vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily composed of 
woody scrub-shrub vegetation including buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), willow (Salix 
sp.), and eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  Some areas within the wetland basin had 
shown signs of a natural drawdown and patches of moist soil vegetation were present.  During 
the December visit the wetland basin was approximately 70% inundated.  Due to spring 
precipitation the wetland basin was fully inundated and shallow water was present over much of 
the easement.  A gas pipeline and railroad tracks were also present on the easement.  During the 
March visit we documented approximately 200 dabbling ducks using the easement. 
 
 Several water control structures were present throughout the easement (Fig. 12, 
13, 14), but they appeared to be unused and many were in disrepair.  We 
recommend maintaining and using the water control structures to manage water 
levels within the wetland basin.   
 Sections of levee were becoming overgrown with herbaceous and woody 
vegetation.  We recommend maintaining levees and removing woody vegetation 
from levees to prevent future wetland and levee damage.   
 Much of the tree planting, especially in or near the wetlands, was overgrown with 
willow and eastern cottonwood (Fig. 15).  We recommend removal of undesirable 
woody species and replanting with more desirable species. 
 Patches of sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate) were present within the prairie 
(Fig. 16).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and 
replanting with a more desirable grass species.   
 Upland prairie tracts on the easement contained some woody encroachment 
around the perimeter. We recommend implementing a controlled burning plan 
with burns scheduled every three years to promote growth of prairie grasses and 
discourage woody encroachment 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 3,411 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of the eastern parcel of easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL 
including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Map of the western parcel of easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL 
including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.   
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Tree planting within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 10.  Tree planting within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 11.  Tree planting within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 12.  Water control structure within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 13.  Water control structure within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 14.  Water control structure within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.
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Fig. 15.  Woody encroachment within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 16.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 655A1296005VL in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A1296005XQ – Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A1296005XQ is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 
miles east of East Cape Girardeau, IL.  The easement covers 81 acres (Fig. 1), primarily 
consisting of wetland (25 ac.) and forest (75 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed 
of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/12/2018 and 
3/13/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement was composed of a mosaic of depressional and impounded wetlands (Fig. 2) 
within a large area of bottomland forest/tree planting.  The vegetation community within the 
wetland basin was primarily composed of woody scrub-shrub vegetation including buttonbush 
(Cephalanthus occidentalis), bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), willow (Salix sp.), and eastern 
299 
 
 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  Some areas within the wetland basin had shown signs of a 
natural drawdown and patches of moist soil vegetation were present.  During the December visit 
the wetland basin was approximately 80% inundated.  Due to spring precipitation, the wetland 
basin was fully inundated and shallow water was present over much of the easement during the 
March visit.   
 
 Several water control structures were present throughout the easement (Fig. 3), 
but they appeared to be unused.  We recommend using the water control 
structures to manage water levels within the wetland basin.   
 Sections of levee were becoming overgrown with herbaceous and woody 
vegetation (Fig. 4).  We recommend maintaining levees and removal of woody 
vegetation from levees to prevent future wetland and levee damage.   
 Much of the tree planting, especially in or near the wetlands, was overgrown with 
willow and eastern cottonwood.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species and replanting with more desirable species. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 3,411 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 655A1296005XQ in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1296005XQ in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 655A1296005XQ in Alexander County, IL.
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Fig. 4.  Woody encroachment within easement 655A1296005XQ in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A1297005VT – Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A1297005VT is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 
miles east of East Cape Girardeau, IL.  The easement covers 1,046 acres (Fig. 1, 2), primarily 
consisting of wetland (272 ac.), forest (980 ac.), and prairie (23 ac.).  Surrounding land use was 
primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 
12/12/2018 and 3/13/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, 
extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement was divided into two parcels and was composed of a mosaic of depressional 
wetlands (Fig. 3, 4, 5) within a large area of bottomland forest/tree planting (Fig. 6, 7).  The 
vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily composed of woody scrub-shrub 
vegetation including buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), willow (Salix sp.), and eastern 
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cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  Some areas within the wetland basin had shown signs of a 
natural drawdown and patches of moist soil vegetation were present.  During the December visit 
the wetland basin was approximately 70% inundated.  Due to spring precipitation, the wetland 
basin was fully inundated and shallow water was present over other portions of the easement 
during the March visit.   
 
 Several water control structures were present throughout the easement (Fig. 8), 
but they appeared to be unused.  We recommend using the water control 
structures to manage water levels within the wetland basin.   
 Sections of levee were becoming overgrown with herbaceous and woody 
vegetation (Fig. 9).  We recommend maintaining levees and removal of woody 
vegetation from levees to prevent future wetland and levee damage.   
 Much of the tree planting, especially in or near the wetlands, was overgrown with 
willow and eastern cottonwood (Fig. 10).  We recommend removal of undesirable 
woody species and replanting with more desirable species. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 3,411 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of the northern parcel of easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL 
including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
307 
 
 
 
Fig. 2.  Map of the southern parcel of easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL 
including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Tree planting within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Water control structure within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.
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Fig. 9.  Levee within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 10.  Woody encroachment within easement 655A1297005VT in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A1298005ZC – River Delta Farms INC 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iv) Streambank and Shoreline Protection – The purpose of this practice is to control 
erosion and reduce safety hazards caused by unstable soil conditions along scour 
areas.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A1298005ZC is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 
miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The easement covers 107 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of 
wetland (62 ac.) and forest (57 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
agricultural, wetland, forested, and riverine habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/19/2018 
and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
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The easement contained a single permanent water wetland basin (Fig. 2).  Due to permanent 
water conditions, the wetland was predominately not vegetated.  A break in the Mississippi River 
levee had connected the wetland basin to the Mississippi River.  During both visits the wetland 
basin was fully inundated.   
 
 The tree planting/forested areas on the outside of the river levee had many 
willows (Salix sp.) and eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend 
thinning undesirable tree species to promote the growth of desirable tree species.   
 Future management/restoration of the easement will depend on if/when the 
Mississippi River levee is repaired.  Until the levee is repaired, the wetland basin 
will be connected to the Mississippi River and water levels will primarily depend 
on river levels.    
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 655A1298005ZC in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 655A1298005ZC in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
655A12980060M – Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 655A12980060M is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Alexander County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 3 
miles southeast of East Cape Girardeau, IL.  The easement covers 214 acres (Fig. 1), primarily 
consisting of wetland (23 ac.) and tree planning/natural tree regeneration (214 ac.).  Surrounding 
land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement 
was visited on 12/12/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program 
objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use 
authorizations.   
 
The easement was composed of a depressional wetland (Fig. 2, 3) within a large area of tree 
planting/natural tree regeneration (Fig. 4).  The vegetation community within the wetland basin 
was primarily composed of a variety of moist vegetation and sedges (Carex spp.).  Some areas 
within the wetland basin had shown signs of a natural drawdown.  During the December visits 
the wetland basin was approximately 70% inundated.  Due to spring precipitation, the wetland 
basin was fully inundated and shallow water was present over much of the easement during the 
March visit.  A gas pipeline and railroad tracks were also present on the easement.  We 
documented approximately 100 dabbling ducks using the easement during the March visit.   
 
 Sections of levee were becoming overgrown with herbaceous and woody 
vegetation.  We recommend maintaining levees and removal of woody vegetation 
from levees to prevent future wetland and levee damage.   
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 Much of the tree planting/natural tree regeneration, especially in or near the 
wetlands, was overgrown with willow and eastern cottonwood (Fig. 4).  We 
recommend removal of undesirable woody species and replanting with more 
desirable species. 
 Areas within the tree planting/natural tree regeneration had patches of Sericea 
lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate).  We recommend spraying affected areas with 
herbicide until eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 3,411 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 655A1296005VH in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 655A12980060M in Alexander County, Illinois.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 655A12980060M in Alexander County, Illinois.  
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Fig. 4.  Tree planting within easement 655A12980060M in Alexander County, Illinois.  
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Fig. 5.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 655A12980060M in Alexander County, Illinois.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1200005MM – Williams 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Critical Area Planting – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005MM is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 0.5 miles west of Unity, IL.  The 
easement covers 37 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (21 ac.) and tree planning (10 
ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/17/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained two impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5).  The north 
impoundment was a moist soil impoundment and the vegetation community primarily consisted 
of sprangletop (Leptochloa sp.).  The southern impoundment was a permanent water 
impoundment and the vegetation community within the easement primarily consisted of 
buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), and small patches 
of nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium).  During both visits both wetland basins were 
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nearly fully inundated.  During the December visit we documented 6 wood ducks (Aix sponsa) 
using the easement.   
 Water control structures (Fig. 6, 7) were in good condition and were holding 
water in the impoundment, but the water control structure on the southern 
impoundment was plugged (Fig. 8) by beavers (Castor canadensis).  Due to the 
plugged water control structure, water levels in the impoundment were high and 
flowing over the levee (Fig. 9).  We recommend clearing the water control 
structure so water levels can be better controlled in the impoundment.   
 Several small bald cypress trees were growing on the levee of the southern 
impoundment.  We recommend removing these trees to reduce the chances of 
future levee and wetland damage.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Water control structure within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Water control structure within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Water control structure within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Levee within easement 665A1200005MM in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1200005MV – Dillow 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat. 
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005MV is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 miles southeast of Dongola, IL.  The easement 
covers 124 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (48 ac.), forest (50 ac.), tree planning 
(8 ac.), and prairie (7 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, 
agricultural, and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/18/2018 and 3/11/2019 and 
was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland impoundments (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5).  The 
vegetation community within the wetland basins primarily consisted of cattail (Typha sp.), 
common reed (Phragmites australis) and moist soil vegetation around the perimeter of the 
impoundments.  The water within the wetland basins appears to be relatively permanent and 
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during the December visit inundation of the impoundments ranged from 60%-100%.  Due to 
spring precipitation all three impoundments were fully inundated during the March visit.  During 
the December visit we documented approximately 25 dabbling ducks and 30 greater white-
fronted geese (Anser albifrons) using the easement.  During the March visit 50 dabbling ducks, 4 
Ring-necked duck (Aythya collaris), 2 hooded mergansers (Lophodytes cucullatus), 5 greater 
white-fronted geese, and a pair of nesting Canada geese (Branta canadensis) were documented 
using the easement.   
 
 The water control structures were plugged and had been damaged by 
tractors/mowing (Fig. 6, 7).  We recommend clearing and fixing the water control 
structure so water can be better managed within the wetland basin. 
 Large patches of common reed were present within the easement (Fig. 8).  We 
recommend spraying until eradication with herbicide and replanting with a more 
desirable wetland tolerant grass species.   
 Woody encroachment of willow (Salix sp.) and eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoids) were present within the wetland impoundments.  We recommend 
removal of undesirable woody species to prevent future wetland and levee 
damage.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Big Creek and its tributaries from agricultural 
runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Water control structures within easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Water control structures within easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Common reed within easement 665A1200005MV in Pulaski County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1200005MY – Glastetter Revocable Trust 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1200005MY is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 miles southeast of East Cape 
Girardeau, IL.  The easement covers 195 acres (Fig. 1, 2), primarily consisting of wetland (73 
ac.), tree planning (90 ac.), and food plots (2 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed 
of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/12/2018 and 
3/11/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement was composed of two parcels within a large tract of restored habitat.  The 
easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 3, 4).  The vegetation community 
within the wetland impoundments was primarily composed of moist soil vegetation.  Corn was 
planted in a portion of one of the impoundments in the southern parcel.  During the December 
visit the impoundments ranged from 40-60% inundated and during the March visit the 
impoundments ranged for 70-80% inundated.  We documented 1 Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
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using the easement during the December visit and approximately 50 dabbling ducks using the 
easement during the March visit.   
 Water control structures were holding water in the impoundment, but several had 
been damaged by a tractor.  We recommend maintaining water control structures 
so they can continue to be used to manage water levels.   
 The tree planting (Fig. 6) within the easement still had good amounts of oaks 
(Quercus spp.) and bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), but many areas were 
becoming overgrown with undesirable woody species such as eastern cottonwood 
(Populus deltoids).  We recommend thinning undesirable woody species to 
promote the growth of planted trees.   
 Levees were becoming overgrown with woody vegetation.  We recommend 
removing woody vegetation to prevent future damage to the levees and wetland 
impoundments.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 3,411 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of the northern parcel of easement 665A1200005MY in Alexander County, IL 
including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
351 
 
 
 
Fig. 2.  Map of the southern parcel of easement 665A1200005MY in Alexander County, IL 
including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MY in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1200005MY in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structure within easement 665A1200005MY in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A1200005MY in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005NJ – Richard Pisoni Trust 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005NJ is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4 miles south of Perks, IL.  The easement covers 
190 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (66 ac.), tree planning (100 ac.), and food 
plots (12 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and 
wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/13/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded and depressional wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3).  The 
vegetation community within the wetland basins was predominately composed of moist soil 
vegetation including nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), fall panicgrass (Panicum 
dichotomiflorum).  Some of the more permanent water wetland basins also contained cattails 
(Typha sp.) and sedges (Scirpus sp.).  During both visits wetland inundation varied by wetland 
basin with several wetland basins nearly fully inundated and others nearly empty.  During both 
the December and March visit we documented approximately 100 Mallards (Anas 
platyrhynchos) using the easement.   
 
 Several large food plots planted in corn were present within the easement (Fig. 4).  
We recommend reducing the size of food plots and replanting in native 
vegetation.   
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 Many areas within the tree planting was overgrown (Fig. 5) with a dense stand of 
willow (Salix sp.), eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids), and autumn olive 
(Elaeagnus umbellate).  We recommend removing undesirable woody trees to 
promote the growth of desirable tree species.   
 Sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate) was present in many locations throughout 
the easement (Fig. 6).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication 
and replanting with a more desirable grass species. 
 Much of the prairie tract (Fig. 7) within the easement was mowed (Fig. 8) and a 
large number of waterfowl hunting decoys were placed in the center.  We 
recommend not mowing this areas and maintaining it as a prairie.  
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Food plot within easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Tree planting within easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Prairie within easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Mowed prairie within easement 665A1201005NJ in Pulaski County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005NK – Wood 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iv) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005NK is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile southeast of Mill Creek, IL.  The 
easement covers 100 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (35 ac.) and tree planning (32 
ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, forested, and wetland 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/14/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
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The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5).  The water control 
structures were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundment (Fig. 6, 7).  The 
vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily moist soil vegetation including 
nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum), and 
rough cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).  During the December visit the wetland was 
approximately 40% inundated.  Due to spring precipitation, the wetland basin was fully 
inundated during the March visit.  During the December visit we documented 20 Mallards (Anas 
platyrhynchos) using the easement.  During the March visit we documented approximately 50 
dabbling ducks using the easement.   
 
 Several patches of common reed (Phragmites australis) and reed canary grass 
(Phalaris arundinacea) were present throughout the easement (Fig. 8, 9).  We 
recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting with more 
desirable grass species.   
 Much of the tree planting (Fig. 10) was composed of American sycamore 
(Platanus occidentalis), eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids), and Willows 
(Salix sp.).  We recommend removal of undesirable woody species to promote 
growth of other hardwood species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mill Creek and its tributaries from agricultural 
runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 2 wetland easements that 
provides 174 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
370 
 
 
 
Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Water control structure within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Water control structure within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Common reed within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Common reed within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 10.  Tree planting within easement 665A1201005NK in Pulaski County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005NS – Allen 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005NS is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 miles northwest of Unity, IL.  The 
easement covers 80 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (22 ac.) and tree planning (40 
ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, forested, and wetland 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/17/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland basins primarily consisted of a dense stand of willow (Salix sp.) 
and moist soil vegetation including nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium) and fall 
panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum).  During both visits the two northern wetland basins were 
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fully inundated, but the southern wetland basin was only inundated in a small excavated area.  
During the March visit all of the wetland impoundments and much of the easement was 
inundated.   
 
 Levees and wetland basins were very overgrown with dense patches of willow.  
We recommend removal of undesirable woody vegetation to prevent future 
wetland and levee damage.    
 High water levels within the impoundments had caused scours in the levee where 
water was flowing out (Fig. 5).  We recommend fixing scours in levee to prevent 
future levee damage and better control water levels.   
 The landowner had excavated areas within the impoundments to remove willows 
and open areas for production of moist soil vegetation.  Several additional 
homemade water control structures had been added by the landowner to better 
control water levels (Fig. 6, 7).  We recommend replacing these water control 
structures with stop-log structures to better control water levels.   
 Due to levee breaks in the southeast impoundment, much of the wetland was dry.  
Water was only present in a small excavated area that had a homemade water 
control structure (Fig. 8) that was plugged by beavers (Castor canadensis).  We 
recommend maintaining the levee and installing a stop-log water control structure 
to utilize the entire impoundment as a wetland.   
 The tree planting was in good condition (Fig. 9) and many oaks (Quercus spp.) 
were still present, but some areas were becoming overgrown (Fig. 10) with 
eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and willow (Salix sp.).  We recommend 
thinning these undesirable woody species to promote the growth of desirable 
woody species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Cache and its tributaries from agricultural 
runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Levee damage within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Homemade water control structure within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Homemade water control structure within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Homemade water control structure within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Tree planting within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL.  
389 
 
 
 
Fig. 10.  Tree planting within easement 665A1201005NS in Alexander County, IL 
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005NW – Abernathy 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005NW is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile east of East Cape Girardeau, IL.  
The easement covers 27 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (17 ac.), forest (2 ac.), 
and prairie (5 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, wetland, and 
forested habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/12/2018 and 3/13/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained two impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4).  The vegetation within the 
western wetland impoundments primarily consisted of moist soil vegetation (fall panicgrass 
[Panicum dichotomiflorum] and nodding smartweed [Polygonum lapathifolium]).  The eastern 
wetland impoundment appeared to be permanent water and was predominantly open water 
without vegetation.  During both visits the eastern wetland basin was nearly fully flooded.  The 
western wetland basin was mostly dry during the December visit. However, due to spring 
precipitation, the western wetland basin was nearly fully inundated during the March visit.   
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 The levees were overgrown with herbaceous and woody vegetation.  We 
recommend removing woody vegetation and maintaining levees to prevent future 
levee and wetland damage.   
 Water control structures did not appear to be used and one had damage to the 
above ground portion (Fig. 5).  We recommend fixing the water control structure 
and utilizing the structures to manage water levels within the impoundments.   
 The tree planting within the easement had apparently failed.  The only woody 
vegetation within the easement was undesirable species which were encroaching 
on the current prairie.  We recommend either replanting trees or maintaining this 
area as a prairie.  If maintained as a prairie, we recommend implementing a 
controlled burning plan with burns scheduled every three years to promote growth 
of prairie grasses and discourage woody encroachment. 
 NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing signs to identify the easement.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005NW in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NW in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NW in Alexander County, IL. 
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NW in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structure within easement 665A1201005NW in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1201005NY – US Fish and Wildlife Service 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1201005NY is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 miles east of Perks, IL.  The easement covers 
51 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (20 ac.), tree planning (25 ac.), and prairie (9 
ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and wetland 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/13/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5).  Water control 
structures were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundments (Fig. 6, 7).  The 
vegetation community within the easements primarily consisted of bulrush (Scirpus sp.), cattail 
(Typha sp.), water lilies (Nymphaeaceae sp.), and buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis).  
Some moist soil vegetation was present around the perimeter due to natural drawdowns.  The 
water within the wetland impoundments appeared to be relatively permanent.  During the 
December visit two of the wetland basins were nearly fully inundated and a third wetland basin 
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was nearly empty.  However, due to spring precipitation all 3 of the impoundments were fully 
inundated during the March visit.   
 
 The tree planting was in good condition and had good numbers of oaks (Quercus 
spp.) and bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), but several areas were becoming 
overgrown (Fig. 8) with eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana), willow (Salix 
sp.) and sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate).  We recommend removal of 
undesirable woody vegetation and spraying sericea lespedeza with herbicide until 
eradication and replanting with a more desirable grass species. 
 The levees had woody encroachment (Fig. 9).  We recommend removal of woody 
vegetation from levee to prevent future damage to levee.   
 The upland prairie tract (Fig. 10) contained some woody encroachment around the 
perimeter. We recommend implementing a controlled burning plan with burns 
scheduled every three years to promote growth of prairie grasses and discourage 
woody encroachment. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.  
401 
 
 
 
Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Water control structures within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Water control structure within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 8.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 9.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 10.  Prairie within easement 665A1201005NY in Pulaski County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1202005PY – Pulaski Farms INC 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1202005PY is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 3 miles northeast of Ullin, IL.  The easement 
covers 264 acres (Fig. 1, 2), primarily consisting of wetland (135 ac.), forest (2 ac.), tree 
planning (43 ac.), and food plots (2 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/13/2018 and 
3/11/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded and depressional wetland basins (Fig. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7).  
Water control structures were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundments 
(Fig. 8, 9).  The two wetland impoundments had differing vegetation communities.  The eastern 
wetland impoundment was primarily composed of moist soil vegetation including nodding 
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smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum) and 
buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis).  The western wetland impoundment was primarily an 
open water wetland with a dense stand of willows (Salix sp.).  The other wetland basins were 
primarily forested wetlands consisting of bottomland hardwood trees and bald cypress 
(Taxodium distichum).  During the December visit inundation varied by wetland basin and 
ranged from 40% to 90%.  However, Due to spring precipitation, all wetland basins were fully 
inundated during the March visit.  During both visits we documented approximately 20 dabbling 
ducks using the easement.   
 
 Willows were encroaching one of the wetland impoundments.  We recommend 
removal of willows to prevent future wetland damage.   
 Levees were overgrown with woody vegetation (Fig. 10). We recommend 
removal of woody vegetation from levees to prevent future levee and wetland 
damage.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
411 
 
 
 
Fig. 1.  Map of the northern parcel of easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and installed 
management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Map of the southern parcel of easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and installed 
management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Wetland basin within easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL. 
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Fig. 7.  Wetland basin within the northern parcel of easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 8.  Water control structure within easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Water control structure within easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski 
County, IL. 
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Fig. 10.  Levee within easement within easement 665A1202005PY in Pulaski County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1203005Q7 – McIntosh 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1203005Q7 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile northeast of Ullin, IL.  The easement 
covers 241 acres, primarily consisting of wetland (80 ac.), forest (30 ac.), tree planning (97 ac.), 
and food plots (12 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, forested, 
wetland, and residential habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/11/2018 and 3/11/2019 and 
was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland impoundments was primarily fall panicgrass (Panicum 
dichotomiflorum), nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium), foxtail (Setaria sp.), rough 
cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium) and several food plots planted in corn.  Water control 
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structures were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundments (Fig. 7, 8).  A 
pump was also present within the easement to flood the impoundments (Fig. 9).  During the 
December visit the larger wetland basins were nearly fully inundated and the smaller wetland 
basins were approximately 30% inundated.  However, due to spring precipitation, all wetland 
impoundments were nearly fully inundated during the March visit.  During the December visit 
we documented 8 Mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) using the easement.  During the March visit we 
documented approximately 40 dabbling ducks using the easement.   
 
 The levees were in good condition, but several locations had some woody 
encroachment (Fig. 10).  We recommend removal of woody vegetation from the 
levees to prevent future levee and wetland damage.   
 Much of the tree planting was in good condition, but several areas were becoming 
overgrown (Fig. 11, 12) with eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) and eastern 
red cedar (Juniperus virginiana). We recommend removal of these undesirable 
tree species to promote the growth of other more desirable hardwood tree species.     
 Pampas grass (Cortaderia spp.) and sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate) was 
present in several locations throughout the easement (Fig. 13, 14).  We 
recommend spraying affected areas with herbicide until eradication and replanting 
with more desirable grass species. 
 Several NRCS boundary signs were not present on the easement.  We recommend 
installing more signs to better identify the easement.  
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Water control structures within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Water control structure within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Pump within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 10.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 11.  Tree planting within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 12.  Tree planting within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 13.  Pampas grass within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 14.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 665A1203005Q7 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1203005Q9 – Kellerman 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1203005Q9 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The 
easement covers 80 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (64 ac.) and tree planning (32 
ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/19/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland basins primarily consisted of willow (Salix sp.) and rough 
cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).  Water control structures were in good condition and had full 
boards (Fig. 5.).  During the December visit the wetland basin was approximately 40% 
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inundated.  However, due to spring precipitation, the wetland basin was nearly fully inundated 
during the March visit.   
 
 A large levee break was present alongside of the southern water control structure 
(Fig. 6).  We recommend repairing the levee so water levels can be better 
maintained within the impoundment.   
 A patch of common reed (Phragmites australis) was present within the easement 
(Fig. 7).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and replanting 
with more desirable grass species.   
 A patch of tree planting was present in the southern portion of the easement (Fig. 
8) and was in good condition and contained many oaks (Quercus sp.).  However, 
many areas throughout the easement was overgrown in willow (Salix sp.), eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species to reduce the chances of future wetland and levee damage.    
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure. 
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structure within easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL.
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Fig. 6. Levee break within easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Common reed within easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Tree planting within easement 665A1203005Q9 in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1204005SG – West 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1204005SG is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 0.5 miles west of Karnak, IL.  The easement 
covers 458 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (122 ac.), tree planning (212 ac.), 
prairie (48 ac.), and food plots (13 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
agricultural, forested, and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/18/2018 and 
3/11/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8).  Water 
control structures were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundments (Fig. 9, 
10).  The primary vegetation community within the wetland basins consisted of moist soil 
vegetation including fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum) and rough cocklebur (Xanthium 
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strumarium).  A food plot planted in millet was also present within one of the impoundments.  
During the December visit inundation within the impoundments varied from 40-70%.  However, 
due to spring precipitation, all impoundments were nearly fully inundated during the March visit.  
During both visits we documented approximately 300 dabbling ducks using the easement.   
 
 The water control structure of the southeast impoundment was plugged by 
beavers (Castor canadensis) and water was unable to be drained from the 
wetland.  We recommend clearing and maintaining the water control structure so 
water can be better managed within the wetland basin.  If beavers continue to be a 
problem, beaver guards can be constructed over the pipes.   
 Patches of common reed (Phragmites australis) and sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza 
cuneate) were present throughout the easement (Fig. 11, 12).  We recommend 
spraying until eradication with herbicide and replanting with a more desirable 
wetland tolerant grass species.   
 Some areas of the tree planting were in good condition and good numbers of oaks 
(Quercus spp.) were still present (Fig. 13), but many areas were becoming 
overgrown (Fig. 14, 15) with dense stands of willow (Salix sp.), eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and 
eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana).  We recommend removal of undesirable 
woody species to promote the growth of desirable woody species.   
 The prairie planting within the easement was becoming overgrown with woody 
vegetation (Fig. 16).  We recommend implementing a controlled burning plan on 
the prairie tract with burns scheduled every three years to promote growth of 
prairie grasses and discourage woody encroachment. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 2 wetland 
easements that provides 1,006 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
450 
 
 
 
Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Water control structures within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 10.  Water control structure within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 11.  Common reed within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 12.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 13.  Tree planting within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 14.  Tree planting within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 15.  Tree planting within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 16.  Prairie within easement 665A1204005SG in Pulaski County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1204005SL – Wood 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1204005SL is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile southeast of Mill Creek, IL.  The 
easement covers 74 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (36 ac.), forest (23 ac.), and 
tree planning (5 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, forested, 
and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/14/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5).  The water control 
structure was in good condition and was holding water in the impoundment (Fig. 6).  The 
vegetation community within the wetland basin was primarily composed of American lotus 
(Nelumbo lutea), but fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum) was present around the 
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perimeter of the wetland basin.  The water in the wetland basin appeared to be permanent and 
was nearly fully inundated during both visits.  During the December visit we documented 10 
dabbling ducks using the easement.   
 
 Much of the tree planting (Fig. 7) was composed of American sycamore 
(Platanus occidentalis) and Willows (Salix sp.). 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mill Creek and its tributaries from agricultural 
runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 2 wetland easements that 
provides 174 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1204005SL in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SL in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SL in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SL in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1204005SL in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Water control structure within easement 665A1204005SL in Pulaski County, IL.  
473 
 
 
 
Fig. 7.  Tree planting within easement 665A1204005SL in Pulaski County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1205005T5 – Morlan-MacGillivray LLC 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1205005T5 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The 
easement covers 176 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (148 ac.) and forest (170 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, and wetland habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/18/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained an impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2, 3) that was predominately forested.  
The water control structure was in good condition and was holding water in the impoundment 
(Fig. 4).  The vegetation community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of willow 
(Salix sp.), eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids), and oaks (Quercus spp.).  Open areas within 
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the easements contained moist soil vegetation.  During both visits the entire easement was nearly 
fully inundated.  During the December visit we documented 1 mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
using the easement.    
 
 Much of the tree planting was composed of eastern cottonwood and willow.  We 
recommend thinning undesirable woody species to promote the growth of more 
desirable woody species.   
 Common reed (Phragmites australis) was present in several patches throughout 
the easement (Fig. 5).  We recommend spraying until eradication with herbicide 
and replanting with a more desirable wetland tolerant grass species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1205005T5 in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T5 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T5 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Water control structure within easement 665A1205005T5 in Alexander County, IL.
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Fig. 5.  Common reed within easement 665A1205005T5 in Alexander County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1205005T6 – Maginel 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1205005T6 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2.5 miles north of Unity, IL.  The 
easement covers 140 acres, primarily consisting of wetland (30 ac.) and tree planning (90 ac.).  
Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  
The easement was visited on 12/17/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative 
to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with 
compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement was composed of two parcels that contained impounded and depressional wetlands 
(Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5).  The wetland basins within the western parcel were depressional oxbow and 
excavated wetlands.  The vegetation community within the excavated wetland basin was 
primarily composed of a dense stand of cattail (Typha sp.).  The wetland basin within the eastern 
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parcel was an impounded moist soil wetland.  The vegetation community within the 
impoundment was primarily composed of woolgrass (Scirpus cyperinus), fall panicgrass 
(Panicum dichotomiflorum), and sedges (cyperus spp.).  During both visits the wetland basins 
were fully inundated.  During the March visit we documented approximately 30 dabbling ducks 
using the easement.   
 
 The water control structure (Fig. 6) in the eastern parcel had been plugged by 
beavers (Castor canadensis).  We recommend clearing and maintaining the water 
control structure so water can be better managed within the wetland basin.  If 
beavers continue to be a problem, beaver guards can be constructed over the 
pipes.   
 Water was flowing over the levee along the eastern side of the western parcel 
(Fig. 7).  We recommend installing a water control structure to manage water 
levels and prevent levee damage.   
 Sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate) was present in several areas throughout the 
easement (Fig. 8).  We recommend spraying with herbicide until eradication and 
replanting with a more desirable grass species. 
 The levee in the eastern parcel had woody encroachment (Fig. 9).  We 
recommend removal of woody vegetation from levee to prevent future damage to 
levee.   
 The tree planting in many areas was in good condition (Fig. 10) and contained 
many oaks (Quercus spp.) and bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), but several 
areas were becoming overgrown (Fig. 11) with dense stands of willows (Salix sp.) 
and eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  We recommend thinning undesirable 
woody species to promote the growth of planted trees.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL. 
486 
 
 
 
Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL. 
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL. 
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Fig. 6.  Water control structure within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL. 
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Fig. 7.  Levee damage within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL.
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Fig. 8.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL.
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Fig. 9.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL.   
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Fig. 10.  Tree planting within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 11.  Tree planting within easement 665A1205005T6 in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1205005T7 – Yates 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1205005T7 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 miles southwest of Sandusky, IL.  
The easement covers 121 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (36 ac.), tree planning 
(75 ac.), and food plots (6 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of agricultural, 
forested, and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/17/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was 
assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management 
practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7).  Water control 
structures (Fig. 8, 9) were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundments.  
Many of the wetland basins appeared to be permanent water wetlands, but moist soil vegetation 
was present around the perimeter of the wetlands due to natural drawdowns.  The vegetation 
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community within these wetland basins primarily consisted of fall panicgrass (Panicum 
dichotomiflorum) and sedges (Carex sp.), but a large food plot (Fig. 10) planted in corn was also 
present.  During both visits all but the southeast wetland basin were nearly fully inundated.  
During the March visit we documented approximately 100 dabbling ducks using the easement.   
 
 No water control structure could be found on the western side of the northwest 
wetland impoundment.  High water levels had created scours along the levee.  We 
recommend installing a water control structure along this portion of levee to 
manage water levels to prevent future levee and wetland damage.   
 The tree planting (Fig. 11) was in good condition and many oaks (Quercus spp.) 
were still present, but several areas were becoming overgrown (Fig. 12) with 
dense stands of willow (Salix sp.) and American sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis).  We recommend removal of these undesirable woody species to 
promote the growth of desirable woody species.   
 Many levees were becoming overgrown with woody encroachment (Fig. 13).  We 
recommend removal of woody vegetation from levees to prevent future levee and 
wetland damage.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
501 
 
 
 
Fig. 6.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Water control structures within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Water control structures within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 10.  Food Plot within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 11.  Tree planting within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 12.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 13.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1205005T7 in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1205005T8 – Wilburn 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1205005T8 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile east of Pulaski, IL.  The easement covers 
154 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (43 ac.), forest (12 ac.), tree planning (98 ac.), 
and food plots (15 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/18/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland basins primarily consisted of food plots planted in corn, but some 
moist soil vegetation was present and primarily consisted of fall panicgrass (Panicum 
dichotomiflorum) and nodding smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium).  Planted bald cypress 
510 
 
 
(Taxodium distichum) was also present in a few wetland basins (Fig. 3).  During both visits the 
majority of the impoundments were nearly fully inundated, but the southeast wetland basin was 
nearly empty during both visits.  During both visits we documented approximately 50 dabbling 
ducks using the easement.   
 
 Several water control structures were in good condition and were holding water in 
the impoundments (Fig. 8), but some water control structures were damaged or 
had soil scouring present (Fig. 9, 10).   
 Much of the impoundments was planted in corn (Fig. 2, 4, 5, 6, 7).  We 
recommend reducing the size of the food plots and allowing native moist soil 
vegetation to grow in the wetland basins.   
 Woody encroachment of willow (Salix sp.) and eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoids) was present in the wetland basins and tree plantings (Fig. 11, 12).  We 
recommend thinning of undesirable woody species to promote the growth of 
planted trees.    
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
513 
 
 
 
Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Water control structures within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Water control structure within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 10.  Water control structure within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 11.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 12.  Woody encroachment within easement 665A1205005T8 in Pulaski County, IL. 
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1205005TB – Clutts 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1205005TB is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 miles southwest of Olive Branch, IL.  
The easement covers 151 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (37 ac.), tree planning 
(42 ac.), and food plots (12 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, 
agricultural, and wetland habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/18/2018 and 3/12/2019 and 
was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained two impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4).  Water control structures 
were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundments (Fig. 5).  The vegetation 
community within the northern wetland basins primarily consisted of planted corn and soybeans 
with moist soil vegetation and young eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  The vegetation 
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community within the southern wetland basin primarily consisted of moist soil vegetation and 
young eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids).  During the December visit the northern wetland 
basin was approximately 50% inundated and the southern wetland basin was approximately 40% 
inundated.  However, due to spring precipitation, inundation had increased to 80% and 60% 
during the March visit.   
 
 A large portion of the northern wetland impoundment was a food plot planted in 
corn and soybeans.  We recommend reducing the size of the food plot and 
allowing moist soil vegetation to regrow.   
 Eastern cottonwood was starting to become overgrown within the tree planting 
(Fig. 6) and wetland basins.  We recommend removal of undesirable woody 
species to promote the growth of desirable woody species and reduce the chances 
of future wetland and levee damage.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1205005TB in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005TB in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005TB in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005TB in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structures within easement 665A1205005TB in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A1205005TB in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1205005TC – Southside Hunting Club 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1205005TC is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The 
easement covers 80 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (25 ac.) and tree planning (26 
ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural 
habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/19/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was assessed for 
conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland impoundment (Fig. 2).  The vegetation 
community within the wetland basin primarily consisted of moist soil vegetation with some areas 
of cattail (Typha sp.) and horsetail (Equisetum sp.).  The water control structure was in good 
condition and was holding water in the impoundment (Fig. 3).  During the December visit the 
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wetland basin was approximately 30% inundated and the majority of the water was in deeper 
excavated/borrow pit areas.  However, due to spring precipitation, inundation had increased to 
60%.   
 
 Willow (Salix sp.) and eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids) were becoming 
established within the wetland basin.  We recommend removal of undesirable 
woody species to reduce the chances of future wetland and levee damage.   
 The tree planting was in good condition, but sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza 
cuneate) was present in several locations (Fig. 4).  We recommend spraying with 
herbicide until eradication and replanting with more desirable grass species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1205005TC in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure. 
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A1205005TC in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A1205005TC in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Sericea lespedeza within easement 665A1205005TC in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A1207005WH – Reeder 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A1207005WH is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 5 miles south of Olive Branch, IL.  The 
easement covers 30 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (12 ac.), forest (8 ac.), tree 
planning (4 ac.), and food plots (7 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of 
forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/19/2018 and 
3/12/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of 
inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained an impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The vegetation community within 
the wetland basin primarily consisted of a food plot planted in corn and moist soil vegetation.  
The water control structure had some damage to the top, but the remainder of the structure was in 
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good condition and was holding water in the impoundment (Fig. 3).  During both visits the 
wetland basin was nearly fully inundated.   
 The majority of the wetland impoundment was a food plot planted in corn.  We 
recommend reducing the size of the food plot and allowing moist soil vegetation 
grow in this area.   
 The moist soil vegetation growing around the perimeter of the food plot was 
mowed short.  We recommend letting this vegetation grow and produce seed 
heads to provide food for migratory birds.   
 The entire tree planting was mowed and contained only approximately 10 oaks 
(Quercus sp.) that were evenly spaced apart in a single row (Fig. 4).  We 
recommend replanting this area at the original tree density.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 8 wetland 
easements that provides 726 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A1207005WH in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure. 
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Fig. 2. Wetland basin within easement 665A1207005WH in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A1207005WH in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Tree planting within easement 665A1207005WH in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A12980060Q – US Forest Service 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Conservation Cover – The purpose of this practice is to reduce soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improve water quality, and create or enhance wildlife habitat.  The 
buffer area will be seeded and maintained to perennial vegetative cover. 
(iv) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat. 
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A12980060Q is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 2 miles south of McClure, IL.  The 
easement covers 691 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (350 ac.) and forest/tree 
planning (650 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, wetland, and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/12/2018 and 3/13/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
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The easement was composed of a mosaic of depressional and impounded wetlands (Fig. 2, 3, 4) 
within a large area of bottomland forest/tree planting (Fig. 5).  The vegetation community within 
the wetland basin was primarily composed of woody scrub-shrub vegetation including 
buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), willow (Salix sp.), and eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoids).  Some areas within the wetland basin had shown signs of a natural drawdown and 
patches of moist soil vegetation were present.  During the December visit the wetland basin was 
approximately 70% inundated.  However, due to spring precipitation, the wetland basin was fully 
inundated during the March visit.  We documented approximately 35 dabbling ducks using the 
easement during the March visit.  A gas pipeline and railroad tracks were also present on the 
easement.   
 
 Several water control structures were present throughout the easement (Fig. 6, 7), 
but some appeared to be unused.  Due to high water levels caused by not using 
water control structures, several cuts in the levees were present (Fig. 8, 9).  
Although rip rap was placed in the levee cuts to reduce damage, we recommend 
using the water control structures to manage water levels within the wetland basin 
to reduce damage to the levees.   
 Portions of levee were becoming overgrown with herbaceous and woody 
vegetation.  We recommend maintaining levees and removal of woody vegetation 
from levees to prevent future wetland and levee damage.   
 Portions of the tree planting, especially in or near the wetlands, was overgrown 
with willow and eastern cottonwood.  We recommend removal of undesirable 
woody species and replanting with more desirable species. 
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Mississippi River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 7 wetland 
easements that provides 3,411 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 8.  Levee damage within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Levee damage within easement 665A12980060Q in Alexander County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A12980061C – Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Cache River 
Watershed.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A12980061C is an Emergency Watershed Protection Plan-Floodplain Easement 
(EWPP-FPE) easement in Pulaski County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 0.5 
miles west of Karnak, IL.  The easement covers 548 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of 
wetland (110 ac.), forest (20 ac.), and tree planning (415 ac.).  Surrounding land use was 
primarily composed of forested, wetland, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 
12/13/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, 
extent of inundation, and management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4).  Water control 
structures were in good condition and were holding water in the impoundment (Fig. 5, 6, 7).  The 
vegetation community within wetland basins primarily consisted of nodding smartweed 
(Polygonum lapathifolium), fall panicgrass (Panicum dichotomiflorum).  American lotus 
(Nelumbo lutea) was also present in impoundments with more permanent water.  During the 
December visit the wetland basins ranged from 60-90% inundation.  However, due to spring 
precipitation, all easements were fully inundated during the March visit.  During the December 
visit we documented 30 mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) using the easement.  During the March 
visit we documented approximately 75 dabbling ducks using the easement.   
 
 The water control structure of the southwestern wetland impoundment was 
plugged by beavers (Fig. 8) and high water levels have caused scours in the levee 
(Fig. 9).  We recommend clearing and maintaining the water control structure so 
water can be better managed within the wetland basin.  If beavers continue to be a 
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problem, beaver guards can be constructed over the pipes.  Scours in the levee 
should also be fixed to prevent future levee and wetland damage.   
 The tree planting was in good condition and many of the planted trees were still 
present and growing well.  Eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana) and sericea 
lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneate) were starting to establish in areas.  We recommend 
removal of undesirable woody vegetation and spraying sericea lespedeza with 
herbicide until eradication and replanting with a more desirable grass species.     
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. The easement is part of a group of 2 wetland 
easements that provides 1,006 acres of contiguous native vegetation in a highly fragmented 
landscape.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.   
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Fig. 7.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.
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Fig. 8.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 9.  Levee damage of the southwestern wetland basin within easement 665A12980061C in Pulaski County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A12980061G – Stringer 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A12980061G is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 0.5 miles south of Ullin, IL.  The easement 
covers 309 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (100 ac.), forest (135 ac.), and tree 
planning (100 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of wetland, forested, and 
agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/11/2018 and 3/11/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained two impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3) within an area of bottomland 
hardwood forest.  The vegetation community within the impoundments was primarily composed 
of moist soil vegetation (nodding smartweed [Polygonum lapathifolium]) and scrub-shrub 
vegetation.  A powerline corridor was present trough the easement (Fig. 4).  During both visits 
the Cache River had very high water and much of the easement and all of the wetland 
impoundments were flooded.  A water control structure was present and appeared to be in good 
working condition (Fig. 5).  During the March visit we documented 10 dabbling ducks using the 
easement.   
 
 The tree planting was in good condition in places (Fig. 6) with oaks (Quercus 
spp.) and bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), but some areas were becoming 
overgrown (Fig. 7) with undesirable tree species such as eastern cottonwood 
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(Populus deltoids) and willow (Salix spp.).  We recommend thinning undesirable 
woody species to promote the growth of planted species.   
 Levees were overgrown with woody vegetation.  We recommend removal of 
woody vegetation from levees to reduce the chances of future wetland and levee 
damage.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A12980061G in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980061G in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980061G in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Power line corridor within easement 665A12980061G in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980061G in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A12980061G in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 7.  Tree planting within easement 665A12980061G in Pulaski County, IL.
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A12980061W – Pool 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Lower Ohio 
River Basin.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, floodwater 
retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A12980061W is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Pulaski County, 
Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 4.5 miles S of Karnak, IL.  The easement covers 
50 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (12 ac.), forest (22 ac.), tree planning (18 ac.), 
and food plots (6 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of forested, agricultural, 
and riverine habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/18/2018 and 3/12/2019 and was assessed 
for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and management practices 
consistent with compatible use authorizations.    
 
The easement contained a single impounded wetland basin (Fig. 2).  The vegetation community 
within the wetland basin was primarily planted corn and milo, but some moist soil vegetation 
was present.  The water control structure was in good condition and was holding water in the 
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impoundment (Fig. 3).  During both visits the wetland basin was nearly fully inundated.  During 
the December visit we documented 2 mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) using the easement.    
 A couple food plots were present within the easement (Fig. 2, 4).  We recommend 
reducing the size of the food plots and replanting in native vegetation.   
 The tree planting (Fig. 4) was becoming overgrown with willow (Salix sp.), 
American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoids).  We recommend removing undesirable woody species from the tree 
planting to promote the growth of desirable woody species.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Ohio River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters. 
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A12980061W in Pulaski County, IL including habitat types and 
installed management infrastructure.
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A12980061W in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Water control structure within easement 665A12980061W in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Food plot within easement 665A12980061W in Pulaski County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Tree planting within easement 665A12980061W in Pulaski County, IL.  
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WRP Easement Management Plan 2019 
665A129900621 – Maginel 
ACEP-WRE Objectives: 
Protect, restore, and enhance the functions and values of wetland ecosystems to attain: 
(i) Habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife, including 
endangered or threatened species and species of concern. 
(ii) Protection and improvement of water quality. 
(iii) Attenuation of floodwater. 
(iv) Recharge of ground water. 
(v) Protection and enhancement of open space and aesthetic quality. 
(vi) Carbon sequestration. 
(vii) Protection of native flora and fauna contributing to the Nation’s natural heritage. 
(viii) Contribution to educational and scientific scholarship. 
Conservation Plan Objectives: 
The purpose of the plan of operations is to remove frequently flooded agricultural land from 
production, to restore wetlands and create habitat for migratory birds within the Middle 
Mississippi River Corridor.  The completed work will support the goals of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and the restoration functions will include: improved water quality, 
floodwater retention, sediment removal, and improved wildlife habitat.   
(i) Wetland Enhancement – The easement area will be restored to the hydrological 
conditions that existed prior to crop production.  
(ii) Tree Planting – The purpose of this practice is to establish or reinforce a stand of 
trees or shrubs typical to the area prior to crop production.  This area will be 
enhanced by the planting of suitable trees.  
(iii) Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – The purpose of this practice is to 
manage vegetation, food plots, hydrology, and nesting structures to enhance 
wetland wildlife habitat.   
 
Site Description and Management Recommendations: 
Easement 665A129900621 is a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement in Alexander 
County, Illinois.  The easement is located approximately 1 mile west of Unity, IL.  The easement 
covers 680 acres (Fig. 1), primarily consisting of wetland (570 ac.), forest (80 ac.), tree planning 
(425 ac.), and food plots (25 ac.).  Surrounding land use was primarily composed of wetland, 
forested, and agricultural habitats.  The easement was visited on 12/17/2018 and 3/12/2019 and 
was assessed for conditions relative to the program objectives, extent of inundation, and 
management practices consistent with compatible use authorizations.   
 
The easement contained several impounded wetland basins (Fig. 2, 3, 4).  The vegetation 
communities within the wetland basins was primarily composed of moist soil (nodding 
smartweed [Polygonum lapathifolium] and fall panicgrass [Panicum dichotomiflorum]) and 
scrub-shrub vegetation.  Many water control structures were in good condition and were holding 
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water in the impoundments.  Pumps were also present for flooding impoundments (Fig. 5).  
During the December visit the wetland basins ranged from 40-70% inundated.  However, do to 
spring precipitation, all wetland basins were nearly fully inundated during the March visit.  We 
documented approximately 350 dabbling ducks using the easement during the December visit 
and approximately 500 dabbling and diving ducks using the easement during the March visit.   
 
 The tree planting (Fig. 6) was becoming overgrown with undesirable woody 
species such as willow (Salix sp.), eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoids), and 
American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).  We recommend thinning 
undesirable woody species to promote the growth of desirable woody species.   
 Many levees were overgrown with woody vegetation.  We recommend removal 
of woody vegetation form levees to prevent future wetland and levee damage.   
 
This easement serves multiple ecological purposes and achieves many objectives of the ACEP-
WRE program. The wetlands provide feeding and loafing areas for migratory waterbirds during 
spring and fall migration. The easement buffers the Cache River and its tributaries from 
agricultural runoff, and attenuates floodwaters.
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Fig. 1.  Map of easement 665A129900621 in Alexander County, IL including habitat types and installed management infrastructure.  
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Fig. 2.  Wetland basin within easement 665A129900621 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 3.  Wetland basin within easement 665A129900621 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 4.  Wetland basin within easement 665A129900621 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 5.  Pumps within easement 665A129900621 in Alexander County, IL.  
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Fig. 6.  Tree planting within easement 665A129900621 in Alexander County, IL.   
